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February 6, 1976 
TO '!HE REGISl'RARS OF VOl'EIS AND COONTY CLERKS 
Pursuant to Section 3507 of the Elections Code, there is transmitted 
herewith a copy of the Title and SlDIItIarY prepanrl by the Attomey 
General an a proposed. Initiative Measure entitled.: 
HANDGUN REGUIATICN 
INITIATIVE STA'lUlE 
Circulating and Filing Schedule 
1. Minimum number of signatures required ••••••••••••••••• 312,404 
Constitution IV, 22 (b) • 
2. Official SunInal:y Date ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2/6/76 
Elections Ccxle section 3507. 
3. Petition Sections: 
a. First day Prop:ment can circulate Sections for signa-
tlll:eS •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 2/6/76 
b. Last day Proponent can circulate and file with the 
county. All Sections are to be filed. at the sane 
tine ................................................. 7/2/76* 
Elections Code Sections 3507, 3520(a). 
c. Ia.st day for county to determine total number of 
signatures affixed to petition and to transmit total 
to Secretary of State •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 7/7/76 
(If the Proponent files the petition with the county 
on a date other than 7/2/76 the last day is not later 
than the fifth day after the filing of the petition.) 
Elections Code Section 3520 (b). 
d. Last day for county to determine nunber of qualified 
electors who have signed the petition, and to trans-
mit certificate, with a blank. copy of the petition to 
the Secretary of State ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 7/22/76 
* Date adjusted for official deadline which falls 00. a Holiday or Saturday. 
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(If the Secretary of State notifies the counties to determine the 
nurcber of qualified electors who signed the petition on a date 
other than 7/7/76 the last day is not later than the fifteenth 
day after the notification.) 
Elections Code Serum 3520 (d,e). 
e. If the signature count is between 281,164 and 343,644 then the 
Secretary of State notifies counties using the randan sanp1ing 
technique to determine validity of all signatures. 
last day for county to detennine actual number of all qualified 
electors who signed. the petition, and to transmit C&tificate, 
with a blank copy of the petition to the Secretary of State •••• 8/20/76* 
(If the Secretary of State notifies the counties to determine the 
number of qualified electors who have signed the petition on a date 
other than 7/22/76 the last day is not later than the thirtieth day 
after the notification.) 
Electims Code Section 3520.5 
4. Campaign Statenents: 
a. If the neasure qualifies for the ballot: 
last day for Proponent to file a StatenEnt of Receipts 
and Expenditures for period ending 9/18/76 ••••• 9/25/76 
(If the Secretary of State qualified the rreasure for the ballot 
on a date other than 7/22/76, the last day to file is the 
65th calendar day after the date the neasure qualified) • 
Govemnent Code Sectioo 84202 (a) • 
b. If the neasure does not qualify for the ballot: 
Last day for Proponent to file a StatenEnt of :Receipts 
and Expenditures for period 8/29/76 •••••••••••• 9/5/76 
Govermrent Code Sectioo 84202 (b) • 
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5. The Proponent of the above measure is: 
WILLIAM N. DURLEY 
Delores K. He1fgott 
CCmnittee For Handgun COntrol 
8455 Beverly Blvd. 
Los Angeles, CA 90048 
(213) 653-1166 
Assistant to the Secretary of State 
E1ectials and Political Refonn 
CA:p1 
NOrE TO PR)PCJmNT: Your attention is directed to Elections COde 
Sections 3500.1, 3502.5 and 3511 for appropriate fonnat and type 
considerations in printing, typing and otherwise preparing your 
initiative petition for circulation and signatures. 
Your attention if further directed to Goverrment Code Sections 
85200 et S :reganling the circulation of statewide petitions. 
This initiative measure will not qualify in time for the November 
2, 1976 election if the above dates a:re followed. In order to 
qualify for the Noverreer 2, 1976 election, the above time frane 
must be shortened so that the Secretary of State certifies the 
measure for the ballot by Jme 24, 1976. 
EVELLE J. YOUNGER 
ATTORNEY GENERAL 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
F ICE D 
............ , .. s-..." ...... 
OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL ..... -.. ~ 
itpunttttut nf lJustirr FEB· 91976 
ISISIS CAPITOL MALL, SUITE 550 ;' FONG ,.. Secretaq of ~ 
SACRAMENTO 95814 
\!llli) .\01 i) !If)f)f) 
February 6, 1976 
Honorable March Fong Eu 
Secretary of State 
111 Capitol Mall 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
Re: Initiative - Statute - Handgun Regulation 
Dear Mrs. Eu: 
...L '.~.?1--. 
Pursuant to the prov~s~ons of section 3507 of the Elections Code, 
you are hereby informed that on this day we mailed to Delores K. 
Helfgott, Committee for Handgun Control, 8455 Beverly Boulevard, 
Los Angeles, California 90048, the following title and summary: 
HANDGUN REGULATION: INITIATIVE STATUTE. Permits 
surrender of handguns prior to December 31, 1977; 
directs Legislature to provide compensation there-
for. Effective January 1, 1978, prohibits purchase, 
transfer, or possession of operable handguns, and 
handgun ammunition, with prescribed exceptions, in-
cluding possession by police, antique gun collectors, 
gun club members, security guards and gun dealers. 
Creates special fund from fines for handgun crimes 
to compensate for surrendered guns and for appro-
priations from fund to indemnify crime victims, 
after such compensation is paid. Imposes state ad-
ministered handgun licensing and registration re-
quirements. Repeals local authority to license 
sale, carrying of handguns. Prescribes penalties 
for violations. Financial impact: Adoption of this 
measure will result in increased state and local one 
time costs of at least $3,783,000 which sum does not 
include amounts necessary to reimburse owners of 
surrendered handguns. 
Enclosed herewith is a declaration of mailing thereof, and a copy 
of the proposed measure. 
VWR:saf 
Encl. 
Very truly yours, 
EVELLE J. YOUNGER 
A~~~_~~ 
~YE 
Deputy Attorney General 
COMMITTEE FOR ~~ 
HANDG~UN CONTROL 
osner. A 
Partial u.t of 
SUPPORTING ORGANIZATIONS 
American Civil Liberties Union 
Americans for nemocra1.ic Action 
Am.·ric .... ' ·'C''8!~!'r.f~7ir!~bi~·~fCS~: g~l: 
California Citizl'n Action Group 
California Federation of Teachers 
Ch'r~y and l.aity Concerned 
National Council of Jewish Women 
Sncial A .. tinn CnmmiU.,(' of The 
S,'natC' of Priests of L.A. 
S ... Cal. Council of Churches 
Suicidl' Prevention Center 
Women For 
Parlial l.i&1 Of 
SUPPORTING INDIVIDUALS 
.'il~k and Wallace Albertson 
Steve Allen 
Mayor Charles AronberK 
Rev. Msgr. William Barry 
Rabbi Leonard I. Beerman 
Cnn.:ressman Alphonzo Bell 
ASSI'mblyman Howard L. Berman 
Hedda Bolgar. Ph.D. 
Thomas H. Brem, M.D, 
Lloyd B ridgrs 
Joseph Campanella 
Charles S. Casassa. S.J. 
Rl'v. Priscilla Chaplin 
Rev. Fr,mei. Colborn 
Jackie Cooper 
Barnl'l & Roslyn Cooperman 
Cuuncilman David S. Cunnin~ham 
It ()~~fJt 1:,'d D~~~n)U ~~i 
Councilwoman Donna Ellman 
L.z and Gary Familian 
Rabbi Allen I. Freehling 
Julian B. f·rieden. M.D. 
I.aura Lee Gold 
Mrs. Maxwell E. Greenberg 
Roosevl'lt Grier 
Georgiana Hardy. Ph.D. 
Ahean Harmet. 
Milton D. Heifet7 .• M.D. 
Ruth and Paul Henning 
Rosemary Bollaman 
Glrn A. Bolman 
Elbert and Marilyn Budson 
Rahbi Steven B. Jacobs 
Dr. William J. Johnston 
Hrlen Kelley. I.II.M. 
nt'v. Thomas Kilgore, Jr. 
Jack L .. mmon 
Irving I •. Lichtenstein. M.D. 




Julian Nava. Ph.D. 
William A. Norris 
Cathy O'Neill 
Ll'slie Parrish 
Rev. William D. Perscll 
Lucille R. Polachek 
Rabbi Sanford Ragins 
Helen Reddy 
Congressman Thomas M. Rees 
Dr. George F. Regas 
Ramona Ripston 
Assc!t1hlyman Herschel Rosenthal 
William Matson Roth 
Da\'id 1\1. Rothman 
h!an"ia Schachter 
Dr. Carl Se~t.·rh,llnrnt·r 
1\1 [S. Lt·slif' Shaw 
Assemblyman Alan Sicroty 
Tom Smothers 




Senator John Tunney 
Robert S. Vog"l 
Jeff Wald 
Robert Wril 
lrwin M. Weinstein, M.D. 
Paul Ziffren 
8455 BEVERLY BOULEVARD 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90048 
653-1166 
HANDGUN CONTROL INITIATIVE 
Retains existing laws concerning long guns, 
mandatory sen~encing for firearms use in 
commission of felonies, and prohibiting 
felons and drug addicts from possessing 
handguns. Limits handgun possession to police, 
military personnel, pistol clubs, security 
guards, antique collectors. Requires licensing 
and registration for handgun possession. Requires 
security measures for firearms in commerce and 
armories. Allows ten months for surrender of 
handguns. Directs Legislature to specify amount 
of compensation for handguns surrendered, to be 
repaid to the State from fines against violators; 
thereafter fines will be' applied to compensate 
crime victims. Directs Legislature to appropriate 
funds to administer act. 
STEERING COMMITTEE: Steven A. Amerikaner. Jim Andrews. Michael ilennett. Larry Bordan. Denise Duncan. 
Jt'rold Drucl,er • Willis Edwards. Tl'd Ellsworth. Leonard Field. Barry Friedman. Rabbi Robert T. Gan • Fran German • 
Timi A. Hallem • l\1'arvin Helfgott. Rev. Garnett Henning. Phalen G. Hurewitz. Ernest and lise Kahn. Ethel Kay. 
Dr. Julian Keiser •. Michael Krisman • Habbi Albert M. Lewis. Elaine Lubkin • Arnold Lurie. Paul Mandabach • 
Sue Marquise ... Tom McDonald. Ethel Narvid • Evelyn Price. Judy Rosen. Lois Saff.an • Andrew Schepard • 
Michae! Shapiro. Arnold and Nancy Simon. Mary Solow. Adele Somers. Leonard Stone. Frederick Wahl, M.D, 
Sharon Wahl. Ted Williams 
1 The People of the State of California do enact 
2 as follows: 
'3 
4 
5 SECTION 1. The People of the State of Cali-
6 fornia find and declare as follows: 
7 The National Commission on the Causes and Pre-
8 vention of Violence has found: 
9 (1) That handguns account for approximately 
10 one-fourth of the firearms in the United States, and yet 
11 handguns are used in over three-fourths of all homicides 
12 involving firearms; and 
(2) That the handgun possessed in a residence 
14 is more likely to kill the owner, a family member, or an 
15 acquaintance than to kill an intruder into the residence. 
'16 The Federal Bureau of Investigation has found: 
17 (1) 'That in 1974, 54% of the 20,600 persons 
18 murdered in the United States were killed by handguns; 
19 (2) That nearly three of four of these murders 
20 were committed on impulse during arguments among family 
21 I members or other acquaintances; and 
22 I (3) That 95 of the 132 law enforcement offi-
r 
23 I cers killed while on duty in 1974 were the victims of 
24 handguns. 
25 The United States Conference of Mayors has 
26 found that imports and domestic production of handguns 
27 tripled in the 10 years 1964 to 1974, while handgun 
28 homicides also tripled within the same period. 
29 The presence and easy availability of the 
30 handgun stimulates violent crime and facilitates the 
3~11 flow of handguns into criminal 
32,1 transfer, or purchase. 
uses through theft, 
p=/ 
Homicides and violent crimes using handguns are 
2 fewer in those cities and regions where handguns are fewest. 
~ In enacting this measure, the People recognize: 
4 (1) That long guns are legitimately used for sport-
5 ing purposes1 this measure is not intended to impose addi-
6 tiona1 restrictions on the use of long guns beyond those 
7 heretofore in effect7 and, insofar as they relate to long 
8, guns, the existing provisions of law are retained in the 
9 1 present measure; 
10 (2) That handguns may serve a legitimate sport-
11· ing function if used under conditions consistent with the 
12 public safetY7 
l3 (3) That antique handgun collections may be 
14 maintained in a manner consistent with the public safetY1 
15 and 
16 (4) That regulation of the storage of handguns 
17, and other firearms in the course of commerce and in National 
18 Guard armories is necessary to eliminate an important source 
19 of illegal firearms used in crime. 
20 The primary concern of the People of the State 
21 1\ of California in enacting this measure is the public health, 
22 safety and welfare, and the purpose of restricting the pos-
23 session, use, sale, and transfer of handguns is to reduce 
,24 violent crimes involving the use of handguns and to reduce 
25 the numerous and needless deaths and injuries caused by 
26 handguns. 
27 SECTION 2. Chapter 1 .(commencing with Section 





SECTION 3. Chapter I (commencing with Section 





CHAPTER 1. HANDGUNS AND DANGEROUS WEAPONS 
Article·l. General Provisions 
12000. This chapter shall be known and may be cited 
4 as nThe Handgun Control And Personal Safety Act." 
5 
6 12002. As used in this chapter unless otherwise 
7 specifically provided: 
8 (a) "Pistol," "revolver," and "firearm capable 
9 of being concealed upon the person" applies to 
10 and includes any device, designed to be used as 
11 a weapon, from which is expelled a projectile by 
12 the force of any explosion, or other form of combus-
l3 tion, and which has a barrel less than 16 inches 
14 in length. "Pistol," "revolver," and "firearm capable 
15 of being concealed upon the person" shall include 
16 the frame or receiver of any such weapon. 
17 . (b) "Handgun" means a pistol, revolver, or 
18 firearm capable of being concealed upon the person, 
19 and includes any ammunition which can be utilized 













(c) "Inoperable handgun" means a handgun 
which is permanently and irreversibly incapable 
of discharging by reason of its design, or a handgun 
which has been rendered permanently and irreversibly 
incapable of discharging, and which complies with the 
regulations concerning inoperable handguns promulgated 
by the Attorney General pursuant to Section 12005. 
(d) "Sawed-off shotgun" means a shotgun having 
a barrel or barrels of less than 18 inches in length, 
or a rifle having a barrel or barrels of less than 
16 inches in length, or any weapon made from a rifle 

































Qr otherwise) if such weapon as modified has an 
overall length of less than 26 inches. 
(e) "Pistol club n means a group of 10 or more 
persons formed for the purpose of using handguns 
for sporting purposes on a target range at a fixed 
location, who hold a valid license issued by the 
Department of Justice pursuant to Article 3 (commencing 
with Section l2040) of this chapter. 
(f) "Television or motion picture production 
company" means a group of 10 or more persons 
or a firm or corporation formed for the purpose 
of production of television or motion pictures. 
(g) "Monetary institution" means any state 
or national bank, state or federal savings and 
loan association, trust company, industrial loan 
company, state or federal credit union or finan-
cial·institution or common carrier, which receives 
deposits of, or engages in the storage or transportation 
of money, treasure, bullion, stock certificates, bonds, 
or other negotiable instruments. 
(h) "Antique handgun" means a handgun which was 
manufactured in 1898 or earlier and which is identified 
by make, model, and other suitable identification con-
sistent with regulations promulgated by the Attorney 
General concerning antique handguns pursuant to Article 
6 (commencing with Section 12095) of this chapter. 
(i) "Handgun dealer" means a person who 
holds a valid license to engage in the business 
of selling handguns issued pursuant to the 
provisions of Article 8 (commencing with Section 


































(j) "Authorized purchasing represen-
tative" means: 
(1) In the case of a pistol club, the 
person or persons designated to be the authorized 
purchasing representative of such pistol club 
pursuant to the provisions of Article 3 (commencing 
with Section 12040) of this chapter. 
(2) In the case of a television or motion 
picture production company, a person or persons 
designated as the authorized purchasing representa-
tive of such television or motion picture production 
company pursuant to the provisions of Article 4 
(commencing with Section 12060) of this chapter. 
(3) In the case of a monetary institution, 
a person or persons designated as the authorized 
purchasing representative of such monetary 
. institution pursuant to the provisions of Article 
5 (commencing with section 12080) of this chapter. 
(4) In the case of governmental subdivisions 
or entities of the State of California, any employee 
of a governmental subdivision or entity who, 
consistent with the provisions of this chapter, is 
authorized by the governmental entity or subdivision 
which employs him to purchase handguns. Such 
authorization shall be in such form as the Attorney 
General by regulation shall prescribe. 
(5) In the cpse of agencies of the federal 
government or of the governments of other states, 
any employee of an agency of the federal government 
or of the government of another state authorized 




































(6) In the case of a security 
guard company, a person or persons 
designated as the authorized purchas-
ing representative of such security 
guard company pursuant to the pro-
visions of Article 5.5 (commencing 
with Section 12090.1) of this chapter. 
(k) "Antique handgun collector" means 
a person who holds a valid antique handgun 
collector's license issued pursuant to the pro-
visions of Article 6 (commencing with Section 
12095) of this chapter. 
(1) "Ammunition" means an unexpended 
cartridge or shell, consisting of a case 
which holds a charge of powder, and a pro-
jectile. 
(m) "Security guard company" means a 
person whose principal business activity is 
to engage for profit in furnishing, pursuant 
to contract, uniformed watchmen, guards, or 
patrolmen to protect persons or property, who 
holds a valid license to purchase handguns 
issued pursuant to the provisions of Arti-
cle 5.5 (commencing with Section 12090.1) of 
this chapter, and who holds a valid license as 
a private patrol operator or operator of a 
private patrol service. issued pursuant to 
Chapter 11 (commencing with Section 7500) of 
Division 3 of the Business and Professions 
Code. 
12003.(a) Nothing in this chapter prohibits 





















peace officers, or law enforcement officers 
from carrying any wooden club, baton, or any 
similar equipment authorized for the enforce-
ment of law or ordinance in any city or county. 
(b) Nothing in this chapter prohibits a 
uniformed security guard, regularly employed 
and compensated as such by a person engaged in 
any lawful business, while actually employed 
and engaged in protecting and preserving pro-
perty or life within the scope of his employ-
ment, from carrying any wooden club or baton 
of a type and substance approved by both the 
executive director of the California Crime 
Technological Research Foundation and the 
Department of Justice, if the uniformed security 
guard has satisfactorily completed a course of 
training in the carrying and use of the club 
or baton which has been approved by the Com-
mission on Peace Officer Standards and Training. 
21 I 12004. If any provision or the application there-
22 I of to any person or circumstance is held invalid for any 
23 reason, such invalidity shall not affect any other pro-
24 visions or applications of this chapter which can be ef-
25 fected, without the invalid provision or application, and 
26 to this end the provisions of this chapter are severable. 
27 
28 12005. Except as provided in this section, this 
29 chapter shall not apply to inoperable handguns. The Attorney 
30 General shall promulgate regulations establishing the design 
31 . specifications for handguns incapable of discharging by reason 
32 of their design, and methods of rendering handguns permanently 
































Article 2. Unlawful Manufacture, Transfer, 
or Possession of Dangerous Weapons 
12020.(a) Any person in this state who manu-
factures or causes to be manufactured, imports 
into the state, keeps for sale, or offers or 
exposes for sale, or who gives, lends, or pos-
sesses any instrument or weapon of the kind 
commonly known as a blackjack, slungshot, billy, 
nunchaku, sandclub, sandbag, sawed-off shotgun, 
or metal knuckles, or who carries concealed 
upon his person any explosive substance, other 
than fixed ammunition not otherwise prohibited 
by this chapter, or who carries concealed 
upon his person any dirk or dagger, is guilty of 
a felony, and upon conviction shall be punish-
able by imprisonment in the county jail not ex-
ceeding one year or in a state prison for not less 
than one year nor more than three years~ 
(b) Subdivision (a) shall not apply to any 
of the following: 
(1) The manufacture, possession, 
transportation or use, with blank car-
tridges, of sawed-off shotguns solely as 
props for motion picture film or television 
program production when such is authorized 
by the Department of Justice pursuant to 
Article 4 (commencing with Section 12060) 
































(2) The possession of a nunchaku on 
the premises of a school which holds a 
regulatory or business license and teaches 
the arts of self-defense. 
(3) The manufacture of a nunchaku 
for sale to, or the sale of a nunchaku 
to, a school which holds a regulatory or 
business license and teaches the arts 
of self-defense. 
(c) Any person in this state who manufactures or 
causes to be manufactured, imports into the state, 
keeps for sale, or offers or exposes for sale, or who 
gives, lends, or possesses any instrument, without 
handles, consisting of a metal plate having three 
or more radiating points with one or more sharp edges 
and designed in the shape of a polygon, trefoil, cross, 
star, diamond, or other geometric shape for use as a 
weapon for throwing is guilty of a felony, and upon 
conviction shall be punishable by imprisonment in the 
county jail not exceeding one year or in a state 
prison for not less than one year nor more than three 
years. 
(d) As used in this section, a "nunchaku" means 
an instrument consisting of two or more sticks, clubs, 
bars or rods to be used as handles, connected by a 
rope, cord, wire or chain, in the design of a weapon 
used in connection with the practice of a system of 
self-defense such as karate. 
12021. Any person who commits or attempts 
31 to commit any felony within this state while armed with 
32 any of the deadly weapons, as defined by subdivision 
1 (f) of Section 3024, upon conviction of such felony or 
2 of an attempt to commit such felony, shall in addition 
3 to the punishment prescribed for the crime of which he 
4 bas been convicted, be punishable by imprisonment in a state 
5 prison for not less than five nor more than 10 years. Such 
6 additional period of imprisonment shall commence upon the 
7 expiration or other termination of the sentence imposed for 
8 the crime of which he is convicted and shall not run con-
9 currently with such sentence. 
10 Upon a second conviction under like circumstances the 
11 additional period of imprisonment shall be for not less than 10 
12 years nor for more than 15 years, and upon a third conviction 
l3 under like circumstances the additional period of imprisonment 
14 shall be for not less than 15 nor for more than 25 years~ such 
15 terms of additional imprisonment to run consecutively. 
16 Upon a fourth or subsequent conviction under like 
17 circumstances the person so convicted may be imprisoned for 
18 life or for a term of not less than 25 years, within the dis-
19 cretion of the court in which the fourth or subsequent con-
20 viction was had. 
21 
22 12021.5 Any person who uses a firearm in the com-
23 mission or attempted commission of a robbery, assault with 
24 a deadly weapon, murder, assault with intent to commit murder, 
25 rape, burglary, or kidnapping, upon conviction of such crime, 
26 shall, in addition to the punishment prescribed for the crime 
27 of which he has been convicted; be punished by imprisonment in 
28 the state prison for a period of not less than five years. Such 
29 additional period of imprisonment shall commence upon expiration 
30 or other termination of the sentence imposed for the crime of 


































d ." d I" k . 11" 1/ Upon a secon convlctlon un er . 1 e clrcumstances, 
the additional period of imprisonment shall be for a period 
of not less than 10 years, and upon a third conviction under 
like circumstances the additional period of imprisonment shall 
be for a period of not less than 15 years, such terms of ad-
ditional imprisonment to run consecutively. 
Upon a fourth or subsequent conviction under like 
circumstances, the defendant may be imprisoned for life or a 
period of not less than 25 years, in the discretion of the 
court. 
This section shall apply even in those cases where 
the use of a weapon is an element of the offense. 
12022. In the trial of a person charged with commit-
ting or attempting to commit a felony against the person of 
another while armed with any of the weapons mentioned in 
Section 12020, ot while armed with any pistol, revolver, or 
other firearm capable of being concealed upon the person, without 
having a license or permit to carry such firearm as provided 
by this chapter, the fact that he was so armed shall be prima 
facie evidence of his intent to commit the felony if such weapon 
was used in the commission of the offense. 
Article 2.5. Persons Authorized to 
Purchase, Possess, or Transfer Handguns 
l2023.(a) Notwithstanding any other provision of 
law, any person is guilty of a felony and is punishable 
by imprisonment in the state prison for not more than 
one year and one day, and upon a second or subsequent 
conviction, by imprisonment in the state prison for 

































transfers, owns, or has in his possession or under ~I 
his custody or control any handgun, if he comes within 
any of the following categories: 
(1) is addicted to the use of any narcotic 
drug, or 
(2) is an adjudicated incompetent, or 
(3) has been convicted of any misdemeanor 
offense involving the use or possession of any 
firearm or handgun or dangerous device, or has 
been acquitted by reason of insanity of any offense 
involving ~he use or possession of any firearm 
or handgun or dangerous device. As used in this 
paragraph, ndangerous device" means any explosive, 
incendiary or poison gas bomb, grenade, mine or 
similar device, blackjack, metallic knuckles or any 
instrument designed or modified for use as a weapon. 
(b) Any person who furnishes any handgun to 
any person listed in paragraphs (1) to (3), inclusive, 
of subdivision Ca) is guilty of a felony and is punish-
able as prescribed in subdivision (a). 
l2023.5.(a} Notwithstanding any other provision of law, 
any person who has been convicted of a felony under the 
laws of the United States, the State of California, 
or any other state, government or country, who purchases, 
transfers, owns, or has in his possession or under his 
custody or control any .handgun, or any person who fur-
nishes any handgun to such person, is guilty of a 
felony punishable by imprisonment in the state prison 
for not less than two years nor more than five years. 
(b) Subdivision (a) shall not apply to a per-

























of the United States, or any other state, 90vernment~t? 
or country unless: 
(1) Conviction of a like offense under 
California law can result in imposition of 
felony punishment; or 
(2) The defendant was sentenced to a 
federal or state correctional facility for 
one year or more, or received a fine of more 
than one thousand dollars (Sl,OOO), or received 
both such punishments. 
12024. Notwithstanding any other provision of law: 
Ca) No person shall furnish a handgun 
to a minor. Any person who furnishes a handgun to a 
minor is guilty of a felony punishable by imprisonment 
in the state prison for not more than one year and 
one day, and upon a second or subsequent conviction, 
is guilty of a felony punishable by imprison-
ment in the state prison for not less than two 
nor more than five years. 
(b) No minor shall be eligible for any 
license issued pursuant to this chapter. 
12025. Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, 
25 any person who purchases, owns, transfers, or has in his posses-
26 sion or under his custody or control any handgun, or who fur-
27 nishes any handgun to such person, is guilty of a felony, pun-
28 ishab1e by imprisonment in the state prison not to exceed one 
29 year and one day, and upon a second or subsequent conviction of 
30 this section is guilty of a felony punishable by imprisonment 




Within the scope of their license and in accor-




























categories may purchase, sell, lease, or transfer hand-
(a) Handgun dealers. 
(b) Authorized purchasing representatives of 
pistol clubs, acting on behalf of such pistol club. 
(c) Authorized purchasing representatives 
of monetary institutions, acting on behalf of 
such monetary institution. 
(d) Authorized purch~sing representatives 
of television or motion picture production companies, 
acting on behalf of such television or motion 
picture production company. 
(e) Authorized purchasing representatives 
ot agencies of the federal government or of govern-
ments of other states. 
(f) Authorized purchasing representatives 
of any governmental subdivision or entity of or in 
the State of California. 
(g) Antique handgun collectors. 
(h) Authorized purchasing representatives of 
security guard companies, acting on behalf of such 
security guard company. 
12027. Within the scope of their licenses, persons 
in the following categories may have a handgun in their 






in this chapter: 
(a) Peace officers listed in Chapter 4.5 (com-
mencing with Section 830) of Title 3 of Part 2 of this 

































(b) Duly appointed peace officers of other 
states and the federal government who are carrying 
out official duties in California. 
(c) Persons summoned by peace officers 
described in subdivisions (a) and (b) to assist 
in making arrests or preserving the peace while 
such person is actually ~ngaged in assisting such 
officers. Each such person shall only have in such 
person's possession, custody, or control handguns 
supplied to such person by such officers. 
(d) Members of the Armed Forces of the United 
States, the National Guard, or any other military or 
naval agency of the federal or state government, and 
employees of the federal government who are autho-
rized by the federal government to carry handguns 
in connection with the conduct of their official 
duties, within the scope of such authoriza-
tion. 
(e) Handgun dealers, purchasing, selling, leas-
ing, or otherwise transferring handguns as merchandise 
in the ordinary course of commerce, in accordance with 
the provisions of this chapter. 
(f) Members of pistol clubs, provided that 
such members have in their possession, custody, 
or control only handguns owned by and registered 
to the pistol club of which they are a member, 
in accordance with the-provisions of this chapter. 
(g) Guards or messengers employed by monetary 
institutions while actually employed in and about 
the deposit, storage or transportation of money, 
treasure, bullion, stock certificates, bonds, or 
































provided such guard or messenger has in his custody, ~)i? 
possession, or control only handguns owned by and 
registered to the monetary institution whereby he 
is employed, in accordance with the provisions of 
this chapter. 
(h) Patrol special police officers, while act-
ing within the scope and in the course of their 
employment, appointed by the police commission 
of any city, county, or city and county under 
the express terms of its charter who also under 
the express terms of the charter (1) are subject 
to suspension or dismissal after a hearing on 
charges duly filed with the commission after a 
fair and impartial trial, (2) must be not less 
than 18 years of age nor more than 40 years of 
age, (3) must possess physical qualifications 
prescribed by the commission, and (4) are desig-
nated by the police commission as the owners of 
a certain beat or territory as may be fixed from 
time to time by the police commission. 
(i) Animal control officers or zookeepers, 
regularly compensated as such by a governmental 
agency when acting in the course and scope of 
their employment and when designated by a local 
ordinance or, if the governmental agency is not 
authorized to act by ordinance, by a resolution, 
either individually or by class, to carry handguns; 
and persons who are authorized to carry handguns pur-
suant to Section 607f of the Civil Code, while actually 
engaged in the performance of their duties pursuant 
to such section. 

























to Section 663.5 of the Harbors and Navigation 
Code, while acting within the scope and in the 
course of ~heir employment. 
(k) Uniformed security guards or night watchmen 
employed by any public agency, while acting within 
the scope and in the course of their employment. 
(1) Antique handgun collectors, provided 
that each such antique handgun collector shall 
have in his possession, custody, or control only 
antique handguns registered to such antique 
handgun collector pursuant to this chapter. 
em) Those employees of monetary institutions 
who, while acting in the course and scope of their 
employment, are required to have custody of the hand-
guns owned by such monetary institutions during such 
time as such handguns are not in the possession of 
a person described in subdivision (g); provided that 
such employees of each monetary institution shall only 
have in their possession, custody or control handguns 
owned by and registered to the monetary institu-
tion by whom they are employed, in accordance with 
the provisions of this chapter. The Director of the 
Department of Consumer Affairs by appropriate regulations 
shall prescribe the conditions under which the persons 
described in this subdivision shall have possession 
of such handguns. 
(n) Uniformed watchmen, guards, or patrolmen 
of security guard companies while actually engaged 
in protecting persons or property or in transporting 
such handguns between the premises of the security 
guard company and the place or places where engaged 

























! 22 ! I 
23 
guard, or patrolman has in his custody; possession, or~( 
control only handguns owned by and registered to 
the security guard company by whom he is employed, 
in accordance with the provisions of this chapter. 
(0) Those employees of security guard companies 
who, while acting in the course and scope of their 
employment, are required to have custody of the handguns 
owned by such security guard companies during such time 
as such handguns are not in the possession of a person 
described in subdivision (n); provided that such em-
ployees of each security guard company shall only have 
in their possession, custody or control handguns 
owned by and registered to the security guard company 
by whom they are employed, in accordance with the pro-
visions of this chapter. The director of the Department 
of Consumer Affairs by appropriate regulations shall 
prescribe the conditions under which the persons de-
scribed in this subdivision shall have possession 
of such handguns. 
The provisions of subdivision (a), subdivision (c) 
insofar as it relates to persons summoned by peace officers de-
scribed in subdivision (a), and subdivisions (h), (i), (j), and 
(k) shall apply only to possession, custody, or control of handguns 
24 registered pursuant to subdivision (b) of Section 12133, or 
I 
25 'I pursuant to Section 12147.2, to a person described in subdivision 
26 (c) of Section 12130. 
27 The persons described ·in subdivisions (a), (h), (i), 
2S, (j), and (k) shall have in their possession, custody or control 
29 only such handguns as are furnished to them by the governmental 
30 agency by whom they are employed. 
31 Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit the use, pos-
32 session, custody, or control, with blank cartridges, of a handgun 
1 or sawed-off shotgun purchased pursuant to a license issued in+t17 
2 accordance with the provisions of Article 4 (commencing with 
3 Section 12060) of this chapter, by a person who is a participant 
4 ': .. i a television or motion picture production company, acting 































12028.{a) The unlawful concealed carrying 
upon the person or within the vehicle of the 
carrier of any of the weapons mentioned in 
Section 653k or 12020, is a nuisance. 
(b) A firearm of any nature used in the com-
mission of any misdemeanor as provided in this code 
or any felony, or an attempt to commit any misdemeanoi. 
as provided in this code or any felony is, upon a 
conviction of the defendant, a nuisance. 
(c) Any weapon described in subdivision 
(a), or, upon conviction of defendant, any weapon 
described in subdivision (b), shall be surrendered 
to the sheriff of a county or the chief of police 
or other head of a municipal police department 
of any city or city and county. The officers to 
whom the weapons are surrendered, except upon the 
certificate of a judge of a court of record, or 
of the district attorney of the county, that the 
retention thereof is necessary or proper to the 
ends of justice, may annually, between the 1st 
and 10th days of July,' in each year, offer the 
weapons, which the officers in charge of them 
consider to have value with respect to sporting, 
recreational, or collection purposes, for sale 
at public auction to persons licensed under 
































weapon purchased. If any weapon has been stolen ~~O 
and is thereafter recovered from the thief or 
his transferee, or is used in such a manner as to 
constitute a nuisance pursuant to subdivision (a) 
or (b) without the prior "knowledge of its lawful 
owner that it would be so used, it shall not be 
so offered for sale but shall be restored to the 
lawful owner, as soon as its use as evidence has 
been served, upon his identification of the weapon 
and proof of ownership. 
Cd) If, under this section, a weapon is not 
of the type that can be sold to the public, gene-
rally, or is not sold pursuant to subdivision (c) 
the weapon shall, between the 1st and 10th days 
of July, next succeeding, be destroyed so that 
it can no longer be used as such weapon. 
(e) This section shall not apply to any 
firearm in the possession of the Department of 
Fish and Game or which was used in the violation of 
any provision of law, or regulation thereunder, in 
the Fish and Game Code. 
(f) No stolen weapon shall be sold or de-
stroyed pursuant to subdivisions (c) or (d) unless 
reasonable notice is given to its lawful owner, if 
his identity and address can be reasonably ascer-
tained. 
(g) The provisions of this section shall have 
no application to handguns. 
l2028.l.(a) The unlawful ownership, custody, control, 
possession, purchase, sale, lease, or transfer 

































(b) A handgun used in the commission of any .~ ~/ 
misdemeanor provided in this code, or· any felony, 
or any ilttempt to commit any misdemeanor as provided 
in this code, or any felony, is upon conviction of 
the defendant, a nuisance. 
(e) Notwithstanding the provisions of Chapter 13 
(commencing with Sectioq 1~17) of Title 10 of Part 2, 
any handgun described in subdivision (a), or, upon 
conviction of defendant, any handgun described in sub-
division (b), shall be surrendered ~o the sheriff of 
a county or the chief of police or other head of a 
municipal police department of any city or city and 
county. The officers to whon the handguns are sur-
rendered, except upon the certificate of a judge of 
a court of record, or of the district attorney of 
the county, that the retention thereof is necessary 
or proper to the ends of justice, shall destroy 
such handgun, provided, however, that if such handgun 
has been stolen from its lawful owner, or is used in 
such a manner as to constitute a nuisance pursua~t 
to subdivision (a) or (b) without the prior knowledge 
of its lawful owner that it would be so used, it shall 
not be destroyed but shall be restored to the lawful 
owner, as soon as its use as evidence, if any, has 
been served, upon his identification of the handgun 
and proof of lawful ownership. If the lawful owner 
cannot be located within sixty days after the use of 
the handgun as evidence, if any, has been served, the 
handgun shall be destroyed. 
(d) No handgun shall be destroyed pursuant to 
subdivision (c) unless reasonable notice is given to 
its lawful owner, if the identity and address of such 
1 
2 
lawful owner can be reasonably ascertained. 
12029. Except as provided in Section 12020, blackjacks, 
3 slungshots 1 billies, nunchakus, sandclubs, sandbags, metal knuckles 
4 any instrument described in subdivision (c) of Section 12020, and 
5 s~wed-off shotguns as defined in S~ction 12020 are nuisances. Not-
6 withstanding the provisions of Chapter 13 (commencing with Section 
7 1417) of Title 10 of Part 2, such weapons shall be subject to con-
8 fiscation and summary destruction whenever found within the state. 
9 Such weapons shall be destroyed in the same manner as other weapons 
10 described in Section 12028, except that upon the certification of 
11 a judge or of the district attorney that the ends of justice will 
12 be subserved thereby, such weapon shall be preserved until the 
~3 necessity for its use ceases. 
14 
15 12030. The officer having custody of any firearms, 
16 except handguns, which may be useful to the State Guard, the 
17 Coast Guard Auxiliary or to any military or naval agency of the 
18 federal or state government may upon the authority of the legis-
19 lative body of the city, city and county, or county by which 
20 he is employed and the approval of the Adjutant General of the 
21 I state deliver such firearms to the commanding officer of a unit 
22 Ilof the State Guard, the Coast G~ard Auxiliary or any other military 
23 agency of the state or federal government in lieu of destruction 








shall take a receipt for them containing a complete description 
thereof and shall keep the receipt on file in his office as a 
public record. 
Any law enforcement agency which has custody of any 
firearms, except handguns, or any parts of any firearms, except 
handguns, which are subject to destruction as required by this 
chapter may, in lieu of destroying such weapons, retain and use 














f h t h ' , I' , 1 b t ~~/ o suc agency or may urn over to t e crlmlna lStlCS a ora ory . 
of the Department of Justice or the criminalistics laboratory of 
a police department, sheriff's office or district attorney's 
office any such weapons as rnay be useful in carrying out the 
official duties of their respective agencies. 
Any firearm or part of any firearm which, rather than 
being destroyed, is used for official purposes pursuant to this 
section shall be destroyed by the agency using such weapon when 
it is no longer needed by the agency for use in carrying out 
its official duties. 
Any law enforcement agency that retains custody of 
any firearm pursuant to this section or that destroys a firearm 
pursuant to Section 12028 shall notify the Department of Justice 
14 of such retention or destruction. This notification shall 
15 consist of a complete description of each firearm, including 
16 the name of the manufacturer or brand name, model, caliber, 















12031.(a) Except as provided in subdivision (b), 
every person who carries a loaded firearm on his person 
or in a vehicle while in any public place or on any 
public street in an incorporated city or in any public 
place or on any public street in a prohibited area 
of unincorporated territory is guilty of a misdemeanor. 
(b) Subdivision (a) shall not apply to 
any of the following: 
(1) Peace officers listed in 
Section 830.1 or 830.2, or subdivision 
(a) of Section 830.3, whether active or 
honorably retired, other duly appointed 
peace officers, full-time paid peace 




































government who are carrying out official 
duties while in California, or any person 
summoned by any such officers to assist 
in making arrests or preserving the peace 
while he is actually engaged in assisting 
such officer. 
The agency from which a peace officer 
is honorably retired may, upon initial re-
tirement of the peace officer, or at any 
time subsequent thereto, deny or revoke, 
for good cause, the retired officer's 
privilege to carry a weapon as provided 
in this paragraph. Any peace officer who 
has been honorably retired shall be issued 
an identification certificate containing 
an endorsement by the issuing agency indi-
eating whether or not the retired peace officer 
has the privilege to carry a weapon pursuant 
to this paragraph. 
(2) Guards or messengers of common 
carriers, banks, and other financial insti-
tutions while actually employed in and about 
the shipment, transportation, or delivery of 
any money, treasure, bullion, bonds, or other 
thing of value within this state. 
(3) Members of the military forces of 
this state or of the United States engaged 
in the performance of their duties. 
(4) Persons who are using target ranges 
for the purpose of practice shooting with a 
firearm, or who are members of shooting clubs 































(5) Patrol special police officers 
appointed by the police commission of any 
city, county, or city and county under the 
express terms of its charter who also under 
the express terms of the charter (i) are 
subject to suspension or dismissal after a 
hearing on charges duly filed with the com-
mission after a fair and impartial trial, 
(ii) must not be less than 18 years of age 
nor more than 40 years of age, (iii) must 
possess physical qualifications prescribed 
by the commission, and (iv) are designated 
by the police commission as the owners of a 
certain beat or territory as may be fixed 
from time to time by the police commission. 
(6) Private investigators, private 
. patrol operators, and operators of a private 
patrol service who are licensed pursuant to 
Chapter 11 (commencing with Section 7500) of 
Division 3 of the Business and Professions 
Code, while acting within the course and scope 
of their employment. 
(7) The carrying of weapons by animal 
control officers or zookeepers, regularly 
compensated as such by a governmental agency 
when acting in the course and scope of their 
employment and when designated by a local 
ordinance or, if the governmental agency is 
not authorized to act by ordinance, by a 
resolution, either individually or by class, 
to carry such weapons, or by persons who are 

































Section 607f of the Civil Code, while actually i1~} 
engaged in the performance of their duties 
pursuant to such section. 
(8) Harbor policemen designated pur-
suant to Section 663.5 of the Harbors and 
Navigation Code. 
(9) Uniformed security guards or night 
watchmen employed by any public agency, while 
acting within the scope and in the course of 
their employment. 
(10) Uniformed security guards, regu-
larly employed and compensated as such by 
persons engaged in any lawful business, while 
actually engaged in protecting and preserving 
the property of their employers, if they 
have been issued a certificate pursuant 
to Section 12033. Such certificate shall 
not be required of any person who is a peace 
officer, who has completed all training required 
by law for the exercise of his power as a peace 
officer, and who is employed as such security 
guard while not on duty as such peace officer. 
(11) Employees or agents of a burglar 
alarm company while responding to an alarm, 
or such employees or agents, when in uniform, 
while on duty for the purpose of responding 
to an alarm. Nothing in this paragraph shall 
be construed to prohibit cities and counties 
from enacting ordinances requiring local 
licensing of those persons covered under 
this paragraph. 



































arm is loaded for the purpose of enforcing this section, 
peace officers are authorized to examine any firearm 
carried by anyone on his person or in a vehicle while 
in any public place or on any public street in an in-
corporated city or prohibited area of an unincorporated 
territory. Refusal to allow a peace officer to inspect 
a firearm pursuant to the provisions of this section 
constitutes probable cause for arrest for violation 
of this section. 
Cd) As used in this section "~rohibited area" 
means any place where it is unlawful to discharge a 
weapon. 
(e) A firearm shall be deemed to be loaded for 
the purposes of this section when there is an unexpended 
cartridge or shell, consisting of a case which 
holds a charge of powder and a bullet or shot, in, 
or attached in any manner to, the firearm, including, 
but not limited to, in the firing chamber, magazine, 
or clip thereof attached to the firearm: except 
that a muzzle loader firearm shall be deemed to 
be loaded when it is capped or primed and has a 
powder charge and baIlor shot in the barrel or 
cylinder. 
(f) Nothing in this section shall prevent 
any person engaged in any lawful business, in-
cluding a nonprofit organization, or any officer, 
employee, or agent authorized by such person 
for lawful purposes connected with such business, 
from having a loaded firearm, within such person's 
place of business, or any person in lawful possession 






























(g) Nothing in this section shall prevent any t:i.22/ 
person from carrying a loaded firearm, in an area within 
an incorporated city while engaged in hunting, during 
such time and in such area as the hunting is not pro-
hibited by the city council. 
(h) Nothing in this section is intended to 
preclude the carrying of any loaded firearm, under 
circumstances where it would otherwise be lawful, by 
a person who reasonably believes that the person or 
property of himself or another is in immediate danger 
and that the carrying of such weapon is neces-
sary for the preservation of such person or 
property. 
(i) Nothing in this section is intended 
to preclude the carrying of a loaded firearm 
by any person while engaged in the act of making or 
attempting to make a lawful arrest. 
(j) Nothing in this section shall pre-
vent any person from having a loaded weapon 
if it is otherwise lawful, at his place of residence, 
including any temporary residence or campsite. 
(k) As used in this section, "firearm" does not 
include handguns, and nothing in this section shall 
permit the ownership, possession, custody or con-
trol of any handgun except as otherwise autho-
rized in this chapter. 
12031.5. In addition to the exceptions contained in 
29 subdivision (b) of Section 12031, uniformed employees of private 
30 investigators, private patrol operators, and operators of a 
31 i private patrol service who are licensed pursuant to Chapter 11 
32 11 (commencing with Section 7500) of Division 3 of the Business 
1 and Professions Code, shall be excepted from the prohibitions ~rr 
2 of subdivision (a) of Section 12031, while acting within the 
3 course and scope of their employment as private investigators 
4 or private patrolmen. Nothing in this section shall permit the 
5 ownership, possession, custody or control of any handgun except 
6 as otherwise authorized in this chapter. 
7 12032. Notwithstanding any provision of law 
8 or of any local ordinance to the contrary, when any firearm 
9 is in the possession of any officer of the state, or of 
10 a county, city and county or city, and such firearm is 
11 an exhibit filed in any criminal action or proceeding which 
12 is no longer needed or is unclaimed or abandoned property, 
~3 which has been in the possession of the officer for at 
14 least 180 days, the firearm shall be sold, or destroyed, 
15 as provided for in Section 12028 and 12028.1. This section 
16 shall not apply to any firearm, other than a handgun, in 
17 the possession of the Department of Fish and Game or which 
18 was used in the violation of any provision of law, or regula-
19 tion thereunder, in the Fish and Game Code. 
20 
21 12033. The Department of Consumer Affairs may 
22 issue a certificate to any person who is regularly employed 
23 and compensated by a lawful business as a uniformed security 
24 guard, upon notification by the school where the course was 
25 completed, that the person has successfully completed a 
26 course in the carrying and use of firearms and a course of 
27 training in the exercise of the powers of arrest which meets 
28 I the standards prescribed by the department pursuant to 
I 
29 I Section 7514.1 of the Business and Professions Code. The 
:01· II department may charge a fee of not more than fifteen dollars 





Article 3. Pistol Clubs 
12040. It is the intent of this article to permit 
4 the use of handguns for sporting, recreational and target 
5 practice purposes in a manner consistent with the public 
6 safety. 
7 
8 12041. The Department of Justice shall issue or 
9 renew a license to own or ope:ate, or own and operate, a 
10 pistol club to any persons who c~mply with the requirements 
11 of this article and with the regulations promulgated by the 
12 Attorney General pursuant thereto. 
;13 
14 12042. The Attorney General shall promulgate 










(a) To provide for adequate security against 
theft, misappropriation or misuse of any handgun 
owned by a pistol club or possessed by any of its 
members. 
(b) To provide that the location of the 
pistol club is owned by the pistol club or by 
one or more of its members or that the pistol 
club holds a valid lease for the location of the 
pistol club for a period of not less than two 
years from the date of issuance of the license. 
(c) To provide for adequate insurance 
against damage or injury caused by any hand-
gun owned by a pistol club or possessed by any 
member thereof, including a requirement that 
each such club maintain insurance against 
such damage or injury in such amounts as the 





Cd) To assure that handguns owned or possessed PJ/ 
pursuant to this article are used in a manner consis-
tent with the public safety. 
(e) Such other regulations as the Attorney 
General deems to be in the interest of public safety. 
12043. Any 10 or more persons may apply to the De-
81 partment of Justice for a license to own or operate, or own and 
9\ operate,. a pistol club, provided that each person is not dis-
10 qualified from purchasing, transferring, owning or having 
111 in his possession or under his custody or control a handgun 
I 
12 by Section 12023 or 12023.5, or by any other provision of 
~3 law and meets such other qualifications as the Attorney General 




















12044. The Department of Justice shall provide 
applications for issuance and renewal of a license to own or 
operate, or own and operate, a pistol club, which application 
shall include all of the following: 
(a) The proposed name of the pistol club. 
(b) The mailing address of the pistol club. 
(c) The location of the premises of the pistol club 
(d) The name and address of each member of 
the pistol club, and the name and address of each 
officer of the pistol club, which shall include a 
president. 
(e) The number of handguns to be owned or pur-
chased by the pistol club or possessed by its mem-
bers, which number shall not exceed three times 
the number of club members. 
(f) The signature of each member and such 






















22 I! persons 
'i 
23 11 pay, at 




by appropriate regulations shall require to be 
included on such application to insure that each 
member is fully aware of all duties imposed on 
members of pistol clubs by this chapter and by 
any regulations promulgated pursuant thereto. 
(g) The necessary information and documen-
tation to show compliance with the regulations 
promulgated by the Attorney General pursuant to 
this article. 
(h) The name, signature, address, photograph 
and fingerprints of the members of the pistol club 
who are authorized as purchasing representatives 
of such pistol club pursuant to this article. 
(i) A declaration under penalty of perjury 
that the matters stated in the application are 
true, executed by the president of the club .. 
"(j) Such other information as the Attorney 
General may deem to be in the interest of public 
safety. 
12045. The Department of Justice may require 
filing an application pursuant to this article to 
the time of filing an application, a fee not to 
the cost of processing such application. 
12046. Upon approval of an application, the Depart-
27 '" ment of Justice shall issue a license to the persons who have 
28 I filed an application to own or operate, or own and operate, a 
29 I pistol club. The license shall be valid for a period of not 
301 more than two years from the date of issuance of the license. 
31"The license shall contain all of the information designated 
32~ in Section 12044. The license described in this section shall 
1 also constitute the purchase license of such pistol club. 
2 
'3 12047. Applications filed and licenses issued 
4 pursuant to this article shall be public records open to 
5 inspection by any person. 
6 
7 12048. Each pistol club shall designate certain rnem-
8 bers of the pistol club to be purchasing representatives. The 
9 total number of purchasing representatives shall not exceed 
10 one purchasing representative for every 50 members of a pistol 
11 I club. The author ization of any purchasing representative shall 
i 
12 ! terminate if that individual terminates membership in the pistol 
Ii 
~3 I! club or by notice given to the Department of Justice in a manner 




12049. Each pistol club shall report, on forms to 
17 I be supplied by" the Department of Justice, any changes in the 
i 
18 i officers or location of the pistol club, any changes in the 
I 
i 
19 I membership of the pistol club, and any changes in the address 
I 
20 lof any member, within three months after any such change has 
I 
21 ,'occurred. Such report shall include the information required 







12050. The handguns owned or purchased by a pistol 
25 iii club pursuant to the provisions of this article shall not be 
26 Ii removed from the premises of the pistol club except for trans-
ii 
27 'Iportation to the premises of another pistol club in connection 
28 III with competitive meets. Handguns shall be unloaded and contained 
29 ,! in suitably secured containers during transportation between 
30 the premises of pistol clubs in connection with such competitive 
31;:rneets. The Attorney General shall promulgate regulations to 
\1 




12051. In addition to any other penalties provided by 
2 law, the Department of Justice shall revoke the license of a 
3 pistol club for the willful violation of any of the provisions 
4 of: this article, or any regulation promulgated pursuant thereto. 
5 
6 120529 Each pistol club shall file a report, in 
7 such form as the Attorney General by regulation shall precribe, 
8 of each transaction or occurrence in which a person is killed 
9 or injured as a result of the firing of a handgun owned by 
10 the club, within ten (IO) days of such transaction or occur-
11 rence. Such reports shall be public records open to inspection 
12 by any person. The Attorney General shall annually review and 
~3 evaluate such reports to ascertain whether pistol clubs are 
14 utilizing handguns in a manner consistent with the public 
15 safety. If, after such review, the Attorney General concludes 
16 that any pistol club is not utilizing handguns in a manner 
17 consistent with the public safety, he shall revoke such club's 












Article 4. Handguns and Sawed-Off 
Shotguns as Props 
12060. It is the intent of this article to permit 
the use of handguns and sawed-off shotguns as props only, con-
sistent with the public safety, in the production of tele-
vision or motion pictures. 
12061. The Department of Justice shall issue or renew 
a license to use, with blank cartridges, a handgun or sawed-off 
30 shotgun as a prop to any television or motion picture production 
31i,company which complies with the requirements of this article and 
~2\1 the regulations promulgated by the Attorney General pursuant 
1 thereto. 
2 
'3 12062. The Attorney General shall promulgate 


















(a) To provide for adequate security 
against theft, misappropriation or misuse of 
any handgun or sawed-off shotgun owned by a television 
or motion picture production company or possessed 
by a person who is a participant in such company. 
(b) To insure that only blank cartridges will 
be used with any handgun or sawed-off shotgun 
owned by a television or motion picture production 
company or possessed by a person who is a participant 
in such company. 
(c) To assure that handguns used pursuant 
to this article are used in a manner consistent 
with the public safety. 
(d) Such other regulations as the Attorney General 
deems to be in the interest of public safety. 
12063. Any television ~r motion picture production 
22 company may apply to the Department of Justice for a license 
23 to use a handgun or sawed-off shotgun as a prop in a television 









12064. The Department of Justice shall provide 
applications for issuance and renewal of a license to use 
a handgun or sawed-off shotgun as a prop, which shall in-
elude all of the following: 
(a) The name and address of the television or 





1 (b) Such information and documentation as may 
2 be necessary to show compliance with the regulations 
3 promulgated by the Attorney General pursuant to 
4 Section 12062. 
5 (c) The name, signature, address, and fingerprints 
6 of an authorized purchasing representative of such te1e-
7 vision or motion picture production company. 
8 
9 12067. Upon approval of an application, the Depart-
10 ment of Justice shall issue a license to the television 
11 or motion picture production company. The license shall 
12 be valid for a period of not more than two years from the 
l3 date of issuance of the license. The license described in 
14 this section shall also constitute the purchase license of 
15 such television or motion picture production company. 
16 
17 12068. Applications filed and licenses issued pursuant 
18 to this article shall be public records open to inspection 









12069. Each television or motion picture production 
company shall authorize one member or employ.ee to be a 
purchasing representative. The authorization of any purchas-
ing representative shall terminate if that individual is 
no longer a member or employee of the television or motion 
picture production company or by notice given to the Depart-
ment of Justice in a manner specified by regulation promulgated 
28 by the Attorney General. 
29 
30 12070. In addition to any other penalties provided by 
311,law, the Department of Justice shall revoke the license of 
32 a television or motion picture production company for the willful 
11 violation of any provisions of this article, or any regulation 3l 
2 promulgated pursuant thereto. 
3 
4 12071. The Department of Justice may. require persons filing 
5 an application pursuant to this article to pay, at the time of 
6 filing an application, a fee not to exceed the cost of proces-
7 sing such application. 
8 
9 12072. Each television or motion picture production com-
10 pany shall file a report, in such form as the Attorney General 
11 by regulation shall prescribe, of each transaction or occurrence 
12 in which a person is killed or injured as a result of the 
l3 firing of a handgun used by such company pursuant to this 
14 chapter within ten days of such transaction or occurrence. 
15 Such reports shall be public records open to public inspection 
16 by any person. 
17 The Attorney General shall annually review and 
18 evaluate such reports to ascertain whether television and 
19 motion picture production companies are utilizing handguns 
20 in a manner consistent with public safety. If, after such 
21 review, the Attorney General concludes that any television 
22 or motion picture production company is not utilizing handguns 
23 in a manner consistent with the public safety, he shall revoke 




Article 5. Monetary Institutions 
28 12080. It is the intent of this article to permit the 
29 use of handguns by monetary institutions in order to provide 
30 for the safe deposit, storage, and transportation of money, 
31 treasure, bullion, stock certificates, bonds, or other nego-
32 tiable instruments. 
1 12080.1. For the purposes of this article, ndepartment n 3 r o • 
2 means the Department of Consumer Affairs and ndirector n means 
3 the Director of the Department of Consumer Affairs. 
12081. The department, upon proper application, shall 
6 issue or renew a license to purchase handguns to any monetary 
7 institution which complies with the requirements of this 
8 article and the regulations promulgated by the director. 
9 
10 12082. The director shall promulgate regulations to do 
11 the following: 
12 (a) To provide for adequate security against theft, 
l3 misappropriation or misuse of any handgun owned by a mone-
14 tary institution or possessed by its authorized employees. 
15 (b) To provide that employees of the monetary 
16 institution who will possess handguns are trained in 
17 the proper use and safety of handguns. For the purposes 
18 of this subdivision, the course of training pres~ribed 
19 by the department pursuant to Section 7514.1 of the Business 
20 and Professions Code shall constitute the minimum standards 












may promulgate stricter standards for training than those 
described in this subdivision. 
(c) To provide for adequate insurance against 
damage or injury caused by any handgun owned by a monetary 
institution or possessed by any employee thereof, including 
a requirement that each monetary institution maintain 
insurance against such damage or injury in such amounts 
as the director shall prescribe. 
(d) To prescribe the maximum number of handguns that 
31 may be owned by each monetary institution, bearing a reason-
32 
1 able relationship to the number of guards and messengers ~t 
2 entitled to possess handguns who are employed by such mone-
3 tary institution. 
4 (e) To assure that handguns owned or possessed 
5 pursuant to this article are used in a manner consistent 
6 with the public safety. 
7 (f) Such other regulations as the director deems to 
a be in the interest of public safety. 
9 
10 12083. Any monetary institution may apply to the 
11 department for a license to purchase handguns for the purpose 
12 of guarding money, treasure, bullion, stock certificates, 
~3 bonds, or other negotiable instruments. 
14 
15 12084. The director shall promulgate regulations 
16 for the form and content of such applications. Such appli-
17 cations shall include the name, address, and location of 
18 the principal place of business of the monetary institution, 
19 and the name, signature, address, photograph, and fingerprints 
20 of an authorized purchasing representative of such monetary 
21 institution, together with such additional information 
22 as the director shall by regulation prescribe, including 
23 the necessary information and documentation to show compliance 
24 with the regulations promulgated by the director pursuant 
25 to Section 12082. 
26 
27 12085. The department may ,require a monetary institution 
28 filing an application pursuant to this article to pay, at the 
29 time of filing an application, a fee not to exceed the 
30 cost of processing such application. 
r 
11 12086. Such licenses to purchase shall be valid for a 
2 period of two years from the date of issuance of the license. 
~I The license shall contain all of the information designated 
4 in Section 12084. 
5 
6 12087. Applications filed and licenses issued pursuant to 
I 71 this article shall be public records open to inspection by 
81 any person. 
1 
9i 
10 II 12088. The authorization of any purchasing representa-
1 
11i tive shall terminate if that individual is no longer an 
121 employee of the monetary institution or by notice given 
I 
13 I to the department in a manner specified by regulation promul-
141 gated by the director. 
15 1 
-6 1 12089. No handgun possessed pursuant to this article 






12089.1. Each monetary institution shall file a report, 
20 ! in such form as the director by regulation shall prescribe, 
I 
fl I describing each transaction or occurrence involving its employ-
i 
22 I ees in which a handgun owned by such monetary institution 
2311was fired, within ten (10) days of such transaction or occur-
I 
24 i renee. 
! 
Such reports shall be public records open to inspection 
25 iiby any person. The director shall annually review and evaluate 
26 'II such reports to ascertain whether monetary institutions are 
27 I utilizing handguns in a manner consistent with the public 
28/ safety. If, after such review, the director concludes that 
I 
29 II any monetary institution is not utilizing handguns in a manner 
3~1 consistent with the public safety, he shall revoke the license 
31 to purchase handguns issued to such monetary institution pur-
32 suant to this article. 
'I ~ l' 12090. In addition to other penalties provided by law, 41 
2 the department shall revoke the license to purchase of a monetary 
~ institution for the willful violation of any provision of this 




Article 5.5. Security Guard Companies 
81 12090.1. It is the intent of this article to permit 
91 the use of handguns by security guard companies in order to 
10\ protect persons or property in a manner consistent with the 
I 
! 
11i public safety. 
121 
13 'I 12090.2. For the purposes of this article, "depart-
14 ment" means the Department of Consumer Affairs, and "director" 




17 I 12090.3 The department, upon proper application, 
181lshal1 issue or renew a license to purchase handguns for the 
'I 
19 !Ipurpose of protecting persons or property to any person who 
20 i,hOldS a valid license as a private patrol operator or operator 
21110f a private patrol service issued pursuant to Chapter 11 (com-
2211mencing with Section 7500) of Division 3 of the Business and 
23 IIProfessions Code, and who complies with the requirements of 
24 !!this article and the regulations of the director promulgated 
Ii 
" 25 :Ipursuant thereto. 
26 ! 
I 
271 12090.4. The director shall promulgate regulations 





(a) To provide for adequate security against 
theft, misappropriation or misuse of any handgun 
owned by a security guard company or possessed by 

































(b) To provide that employees of the security 
guard company who will possess handguns are trained 
in the proper use and safety of handguns. For the 
purposes of this subdivision, the course of training 
prescribed by the department pursuant to Section 7514.1 
of the Business and Professions Code shall constitute 
the minimum standards for training required by this 
subdivision. The director may promulgate stricter 
standards for training than those described in this 
subdivision. 
(c) To provide for adequate insurance against 
damage or injury caused by any handgun owned by a 
security guard company or possessed by any employee 
thereof, including a requirement that each security 
guard company maintain insurance against such damage 
or injury in such amounts as the director shall pre-
scribe. 
(d) To assure that handguns possessed pursuant to 
this article are used in a manner consistent with the 
public safety. 
(e) To assure the secure and safe transportation 
and storage of the handguns owned or possessed pursuant 
to this article. 
(f) To prescribe the maximum number of handguns 
that may be owned by each security guard company, bear-
ing a reasonable relationship to the number of watchmen, 
guards, and patrolmen employed by such security guard 
company who are entitled to possess handguns. 
(g) To assure that the requirements of this article 
are complied with. 
(h) Such other regulations as the director 
deems to be in the interest of public safety. 
1 
#'$"---' 
12090.5. No person shall be issued or hold a license 
2 to purchase under this article unless that person complies with 






























(a) Bas a net worth determined by generally 
accepted accounting principles of not less than fifty 
thousand dollars ($50,000.00). 
(b) Operates from fixed premises located within 
the State of California. 
(c) Is under the charge and supervision of a 
manager whose business location and address are at 
the premises of the security guard company; 
(d) Shall not furnish uniformed watchmen, guards, 
or patrolmen to protect persons or property except 
pursuant to a written contract in such form as the 
director shall, by regulation, prescribe; 
(e) Does not derive more than ten percent (10%) 
of its gross income from services rendered to affiliates 
or associates (individually or in the aggregate) of such 
security guard company. For purposes of this subdivision 
the term "affiliate" means a person that directly, 
or indirectly through one or more intermediaries, con-
troIs, or is controlled by, or is under common control 
with, the security guard company. For purposes of 
~his subdivision, the term "associate" means (1) any 
corporation or organization (other than the security 
guard company or a majority-owned subsidiary of such 
security guard company) of which such security guard 
company or any officer, director or partner thereof, 
is an officer or partner or is, directly or indirectly, 
the beneficial owner of ten percent (10%) or more 
of any class of equity securities, (2) any relative 














































or other person holding an ownership interest in the 
security guard company, or any relative of such spouse, 
or (3) any member g sharenolder y officer, director, 
partner or other person holding an ownership interest 
in the security guard company_ For purposes of this 
subdivision, the term "control" (including the terms 
"controlling", "controlled by" and "under common control 
with") means the possession, direct or indirect, of 
the power to direct or cause the direction of the 
management and pOlicies of the security guard company, 
whether through ownership of voting securities, by 
contract, or otherwise. For purposes of this sub-
division, the term "equity security" means any 
stocks or similar security or other comparable 
ownership interest. 
(f) Does not have any manager, director, officer, 
empl0yee, member, or partner, who is under 18 years 
of age or who is disqualified by Section 12023 
or 12023.5 or by any other provision of law from 
purchasing, transferring, owning or having in his 
possession or under his custody or control a handgun. 
(g) Does not have an aggregate of more than five 
percent of its stock or other ownership interest owned 
by individuals who are under 18 years of age or who are, 
disqualified by Section 12023 or 12023.5 or by 
any other provision of law from purchasing, transfer-
ring, owning or having in their possession or under 
their custody or control a handgun. 
.,; tf J 
12090.6 Any person who complies with the requirements 
2 of this article may apply to the department for a license 
3 to purchase handguns for the purpose of providing protection 
4 of persons or property. 
5 
6 12090.7. The director shall promulgate regulations 

































tions shall include all of the following: 
(a) The name and mailing address of the 
security guard company; 
(b) The location of the principal place of 
business of the security guard company and of all 
premises from which the security guard company 
shall operate; 
(c) The name, signature and address 
of each watchman, guard, or patrolman to be 
employed by the security guard company, and such 
other identification as the director may prescribe. 
(d) The name, signature, address and photo-
graph of the manager of the security guard company, 
and such additional information as the director by 
appropriate regulations shall require to be included 
on such application to insure that such manager is 
fully aware of all duties imposed on the security 
guard company and its employees by this chapter 
and by any regulations promulgated pursuant 
thereto. 
(e) The necessary information and documenta-


















promulgated by the director pursuant to this 
article. 
(f) A declaration under penalty of perjury 
that the matters stated in the application are 
true, executed by the manager of the security 
guard company. 
(g) The name, signature, address, photograph, 
and fingerprints of an authorized purchasing 
representative of such security guard company. 
(h) Such other information as the director 
may deem to be in the interest of public safety. 
12090.8. Each security guard company shall report, 
on forms to be supplied by the department, any changes in the 
watchmen, guards, patrolmen, or manager of the security guard 
company, any changes in the mailing address, address of the 
principal place of business, or locations of the premises 
from which the security guard company operated within three 
19 i months after such change has occurred. Such reports shall 
20 I include the information required by Section 12090.7 for each 
! 
21 I new watchmah, guard, patrolman or manager and for each such 
22 new address or location. 
23 
24 12090.9. The department may require a person 
25 filing an application pursuant to this article to pay, 
26 at the time of filing an application, a fee not to exceed 
27 the cost of processing such appl~cation. 
28 
29 12090.10. Such licenses to purchase shall be 
30 valid for a period of two years from the date of issuance 
31 of the license. The license shall include all of the 
32 
'17 
1 information designated in Section 12090.7. 
2 
~ 12090.11. Applications filed and licenses issued pur-
4 suant to this article shall be pub~ic records open to inspec-
5 tion by any person. 
6 
7 12090.12. The authorization of any purchasing representa-
8 tive shall terminate if that individual is no longer an employee 
9 of the security guard company or by notice given to the depart-
10 ment in a manner specified by regulation promulgated by the 
11 director. 
12 
l3 12090.13. Each security guard company shall file a 
14 report, in such form as the director by regulation shall pre-
15 scribe, describing each transaction or occurrence in which a 
16 handgun owned by such security guard company was fired, within 
17 ten (10) days of such transaction or occurrence. Such reports 
18 shall be public records open to inspection by any person. The 
19 director shall annually review and evaluate such reports to 
20 ascertain whether security guard companies are using handguns 
2l in a manner consistent with the public safety. If, after such 
22 review, the director concludes that any security guard company 
23 is not utilizing handguns in a manner consistent with public 
24 safety, he shall revoke the license to purchase handguns issued 
25 to such company pursuant to this article. 
26 
27 12090.14. No handgun possessed pursuant to this 
28 article shall be carried concealed upon the person. 
29 





article shall be kept on the premises of the security 
guard company except while being used to protect persons or 
property, ?r~as prescribed ~Y. the d,irector 1n order to permit 
incidental movement of such handguns. 
4 12090.16. In addition to other penalties provided by law, 
5 the department shall revoke the license to purchase of a security 
6 guard company for the willful violation of any provision of 
7 this article, or any regulation promulgated pursuant thereto. 
8 
9 12090.17. As used in this article, "person" includes an 
10 individual, partnership, corporation, association, trust, or 




Article 6. Antique Handgun Collectors 
15 12095. It is the intent of this article to permit the 
16 purchase, sale, ownership, firing, possession, custody and control 
17 of antique handguns solely for collection and display purposes 
18 by antique handgun collectors, in a manner consistent with 
19 the public safety. 
20 
21 12096. The Attorney General shall promulgate rp.gulations 
22 identifying handguns as antiques, including such classifica-
23 tions by make, model, and other characteristics as the Attorney 
I' 
24 II General may deem appropriate. Any person may supply to the 
25 II Attorney General information concerning antique handguns not 
26 previously included in the classifications promulgated by the 
27 Attorney General. The Attorney General shall keep current by 
28 revisions from time to time the classification of antique hand-
29 I guns. 
30 
31 12097. The Department of Justice shall issue an antique 





the requirements of this article and with the regulations pro-
mulgated by the Attorney General pursuant thereto. 
~ 12098. The Attorney General shall promulgate regulations 
4 to do all of the following: 
5 (a) To provide for adequate security against 
6 theft, misappropriation, or misuse of any antique 











18 I for 
collector. 
(b) To provide for the places and conditions under 
which antique handguns may be discharged or possessed 
while loaded for the purposes enumerated in Section 12095. 
No person shall discharge or possess while loaded an 
antique handgun except as provided in such regulations. 
(c) Such other regulations as the Attorney General 
deems to be in the interest of public safety. 
12099. Any person may ,ipply to the Department of Justice 
an antique handgun collector's license, provided that such 
19 person is not disqualified by Section 12023 or 12023.5, or 
20 by any other provision of law from purchasing, transferring, 
21 I owning, or posessing a handgun. 
22 
231 12100. The Department of Justice shall provide appli-
24 cations for issuance and renewal of an antique handgun collec-
25 I tor's license, which application shall include all of the 
26 fOllowing: 
27 (a) The name of the appl icant. 
28 (b) The mailing address of the applicant. 
29 (c) The street address of the applicant. 
30 (d) The signature of the applicant. 
31 I (e) The photograph of the applicant. 
32 \ (f) Necessary information and documentation 
to show compliance with the regulations pr9mulgated 
2 by the Attorney General pursuant to Section 12098. 
(g) A declaration under penalty of perjury 
4 that the matters stated in the application are 
5 true, executed by the applicant. 
6 (h) Such other information as the Attorney General 
may deem to be in the interest of public safety. 
12101. The Department of Justice may require persons filing 
an application pursuant to this article to pay, at the time of 
11\' filing an application, a fee not to exceed the cost of pro-
12 cessing such application. 
13 
14 12102. Licenses issued pursuant to this article shall be 
15 valid for a period of not more than five years from the date of 
16 issuance of the license. The license shall contain all of the 
17 information designated in Section 12100. 
18, 
! 
19 I 12104. Each antique gun collector shall report, on forms 
20 to be supplied by the Department of Justice, any changes in the 
£1 information contained in the application for the license, within 
22 three months after any such change has occurred. 
23 
241 12105. An antique handgun collector shall not carry 
25 I, I an antique handgun concealed upon the person. 
26 
27 12106. Each antique handgun collector shall carry or display 
28 his antique handgun collector's license at such times and in such 
29 places as the Attorney General shall by regulation prescribe. 




l' of such license. 
2 
3 12107. An antique handgun collector's license shall also 
4 constitute the license of such antique handgun collector to pur-
5 chase antique handguns. 
6 


















Department of Justice shall revoke the license of an antique 
handgun collector for the willful violation of any provision of 
this article, or any regulation promulgated pursuant thereto. 
12109. Each antique handgun collector shall file a 
report, in such form as the Attorney General by regulation 
shall prescribe, of each transaction or occurrence in which 
a person is killed or injured as a result of the firing of 
an antique handgun owned by such antique handgun collector 
within ten (lO) days of such transaction or occurrence. Such 
report shall be published in records open to inspection by 
any person. The Attorney General shall annually review and 
evaluate such reports to ascertain whether antique handgun 
collectors are utilizing handguns in a manner consistent with 
the public safety. If, after such review, the Attorney General 
23 concludes that any antique handgun collector is not utilizing 
24 handguns in a manner consistent with the public safety, he 
25 shall revoke such antique handgun collector's license issued 




Article 7. Licenses to Possess 
30 12110. The Attorney General, upon proof that the person 
31 applying is not disqualified by any provision of this chapter 
32 
#\)-;v 
1 from purchasing, selling, owning, possessing, or having custody 
2 or control of a handgun, and that the person applying is 
3 within one of the classes of persons as set forth in subdiv-
4 isions (f), (g) or (n) of Section 12027, shall issue or renew 
5 to such person a license to possess and have in his custody 
6 or under his control a handgun for a period of one year from 
7 the date of the license. Such license shall be designated 
8 a license to possess. 
9 













filed in writing, shall state the name, occupation, residence 
and business address of the applicant, his age, height, weight, 
color of eyes and hair, and the subdivision or subdivisions of 
Section 12027 under which the applicant is qualified, shall 
include a color photograph and fingerprints of the applicant, 
shall contain a declaration under penalty of perjury signed 
by the applicant stating that the matters stated on the 
application are true and correct, and shall contain such 
other information as the Attorney General shall deem appro-
priate. 
Applications and licenses to possess shall be uniform 
throughout the state, on forms prescribed by the Attorney 
23 General. The Attorney General shall promulgate regulations 








12112. Upon issuance of an' or ig inal or renewed 1 icense 
to possess, the Department of Justice shall mail a copy of 
the license to the chief of police or other head of the police 
department of the city or county, or city and county, of 
residence of the licensee. Where the residence of the licensee 
32\ is in a district where there is no municipal police department, 
1 the Attorney General shall mail the copy of the license to 
2 the sheriff of the county wherein such residence is located. 
~ 
4 12113. The Department of Justice may require persons 
5 filing an application pursuant to this article to pay at 
6 the time of filing an application a fee not to exceed the 
7 cost of processing such application. 
S No fee shall be charged for the licensing of any person 
9 whose qualification to own, possess, or have in his custody or 
10 control a handgun arises by reason of his employment by any 
11 governmental agency. 
12 
l3 12114. Persons whose qualification to possess or have 
14 in their custody or control a handgun is pursuant to subdivi-
15 sions(a}, (b), (c), (d), (e), (h), (i), (j), (k), (m), or 
16 (0) of Section 12027 shall be deemed to be licensed as if 
17 they had complied with all of the provisions of Sections 
18 12110, 12111, and 12113, and no application or actual license 
19 shall be required of them. 
20 
21 12115. The antique handgun collector's license of an 
22 antique handgun collector shall constitute a license to 
23 possess, and no other license to possess antique handguns or 
24 application for the same shall be required of an antique 
25 handgun collector. 
26 
27 12116. Each person licensed to possess a handgun pursuant 
28 to subdivision (f), (g) or en) of Section 12027 shall carry 
29 such license upon his person at all times while in possession 
30 of such handgun. A violation of this section shall be grounds 





Article 8. Persons Empowered To Sell Handguns 
l2l20.(a) A person who has been issued a handgun 
4 dealer's license pursuant to this article may engage in the 
5 business of selling or otherwise transferring handguns in 
6 accordance with the provisions of this article and of 
7 Article 9 (commencing with Section 12130) of this chapter. 
8 (b) No person except a handgun dealer shall advertise 
9 or expose for sale any handgun. A violation of this sub-
10 division shall be punishable by imprisonment in the county 
11 jail for a term not to exceed one year, or by a fine not 












(c) An authorized purchasing representative or 
other person holding a valid license to purchase a handgun 
as defined in this chapter may sell or otherwise transfer, 
in accordance with the provisions of Article 9 (commencing 
with Section 12130) of this chapter, any handgun which 
has been purchased under authority of such license to 
purchase. Nothing in this chapter shall authorize any 
person to engage in the business of selling handguns 
without a handgun dealer's license. 
12121. No person shall be issued a handgun dealer's 









(1) Is under the age of 18 years. 
(2) Is in one of the categories listed in 
Section 12023 or 12023.5. 
12122. The Attorney General, upon proof that a person is 
30 not within any of the classes of persons referred to in Section 
31 12121, shall issue to such person a license to sell handguns. 
32 
lIi!J 
1 Such license shall be designated a handgun dealer's license and 
2 the holder thereof shall be designated a handgun dealer. If a 
3 license is granted, it shall be in the form prescribed by the 
4 Attorney General, effective for not more than one year from the 
5 date of issue, and be subject to the following conditions, for 
6 breach of any of which the license shall be subject to forfeiture 
7 and to all other penalties provided by law: 
8 1. The business shall be carried on only from a 
9 place of business which shall be designated in the 
10 license. If the dealer conducts such business at more 
11 than one location, each of the locations shall be 
12 designated on the license. 
2. The license, or a copy thereof, certified by 
14 the Attorney General, shall be displayed in a con-
15 spicuous manner at each location from which such busi-
16 ness is conducted. 
17 3. No handgun, or imitation thereof, or placard 
18 advertising the sale or other transfer thereof, shall 
19 be displayed in any part of the premises where it can 
20 I readily be seen from the outside. 
I 
21 i Any licensed handgun dealer who carries on the business of 
22 II selling handguns from a location other than those designated in 
23 'Ihis handgun dealer's license is guilty of a misdemeanor, punish-
24 able by imprisonment in the county jail for a term not to exceed 
25 one year or by a fine not to exceed $500.00, or by both. 
26 Each applicant for a handgun dealer's license shall pay at 
27 the time of filing his application for an original or renewed 
28 license a fee determined by the Department of Justice, not to 
29 exceed seventy-five dollars ($75) or the cost of processing 






























12123. Applications for handgun dealer's licenses shall be" 
filed in writing, shall state the name, occupation, residence 
and business address of the applicant, his age, height, weight, 
color of eyes and hair, shall include a color photograph and 
fingerprints of the applicant, shall contain a declaration under 
penalty of perjury signed by the applicant stating that the 
matters stated on the application are true and correct, and shall 
contain such other information as the Attorney General shall 
deem appropriate. 
Applications and handgun dealer's licenses shall be uni-
form throughout the state, on forms prescribed by the Attorney 
General. The Attorney General shall promulgate regulations 
governing the issuance of handgun dealer's licenses pursuant 
to this article. 
12124. Upon issuance of an original or renewed handgun 
dealer's license, the Department of Justice shall mail a copy of 
the license to the chief of police or other head of the police 
department of the city or county, or city and county, of 
residence of the licensee. Where the residence of the licensee 
is in a district where there is no municipal police department, 
the Attorney General shall mail the copy of the license to 
the sheriff of the county wherein such residence is located. 
Article 9. Sales And Transfers Of Handguns 
12130. No person shall sell, lease or transfer any handgun 
except to those persons in one or more of the following cate-




Ca) To a handgun dealer as merchandise in the 
ordinary course of commerce of handguns as merchandise. 






dealers in the ordinary course of commerce, purchases of 
handguns as merchandise by a handgun dealer from autho-
rized purchasing representatives, from antique handgun 
collectors, or pursuant to Article 10.5 (commencing with 
Section 12148.1) of this chapter, shall be deemed made 
in the ordinary course of commerce of handguns as merchandise. 
(b) To authorized purchasing representatives of agen-
cies of the Federal 'Government or of governments of other 
states upon presentation of verifiable written certification 
from the head of the agency by which the 'purchaser is employed 
identifying the purchaser and authorizing the purchase. 
(c) To an authorized purchasing representative 
13 of any governmental subdivision or entity of the State 
14 of'Ca1ifornia, upon presentation of verifiable written 
15 certification from such subdivision or entity identify-
16 ing the bearer as the authorized purchasing represen-
17 tative for such governmental subdivision or entity. 
18 (d) To an authorized purchasing representative 
19 of a pistol club, upon presentation of a valid purchase 
20 license identifying the bearer as an authorized pur-
21 chasing representative of such pistol club. 
22 I (e) To an authorized purchasing representative 
~J of a monetary institution, upon presentation of a valid 
24 I purchase license identifying the bearer as an authorized 
25 i purchasing representative of such monetary institution. 
26 {fl To an authorized purchasing representative of 
27 I a television or motion picture production company to whom a 
28 1 purchase license has been issued pursuant to Article 4 
29 (commencing with Section 12060) of this chapter, upon presen-
30 tation of a valid purchase license identifying the bearer 
31 as an authorized purchasing representative of such 
32 production company. 
1 
tf;FY-
(g) To an antique handgun collector, upon presentation 
2 of a valid antique handgun collector's license identifying 
3 the bearer as an antique handgun collector. 
I 
































(h) To an authorized purchasing representative of 
a security guard company, upon presentation of a valid 
purchase license identifying the bearer as an authorized 
purchasing representative of such security guard company. 
12131. Except as provided in Article 10.5 (commencing 
with Section 12148.1) of this chapter, in no event shall any handgu 
be delivered to a purchaser or transferee who is within one or more 
of the categories of subdivision (d), (e), (f) or (h) of Section 
12130 within fifteen (15) days of the forwarding to the Department 
of Justice of the registration form for the purchase thereof. 
When delivered to any purchaser or transferee, each handgun 
shall be securely wrapped and shall be unloaded. A violation 
of this section shall be punishable by imprisonment in the 
county jail for a term not exceeding one (1) year, or by a 
fine not exceeding five hundred dollars ($500), or by both. 
12132. Except as provided in Article 10.2 (commencing with 
Section 12147.1) or Article 10.5 (commencing with Section 12148.1) 
of this chapter, no handgun, other than an antique handgun, shall 
be delivered to or received by any person unless such handgun 
is accompanied by a registration form, on forms to be prescribed 
by the Attorney General, bearing the make, model, serial number, 
caliber, and other marks of identification of such handgun, and 
such other information as the Attorney General deems appropriate. 
No antique handgun shall be delivered to any person unless such 
handgun is accompanied by a registration form, on forms to be 
prescribed by the Attorney General, bearing suitable markings 
identifying the handgun as an antique handgun, and containing 
-:tr,J--e-
11 the make, model, year of manufacture, caliber, and other marks 7 
2 of identification of such handgun, and such additional informa-
3 tion as the Attorney General deems appropriate. 
4 Delivery or receipt of a handgun in violation of this section 
5 shall be punishable by imprisonment in the state prison for not 
6 more than one year and one day, and upon a second or subsequent 
7 violation by imprisonment in the state prison for not less than 
8 two nor more than five years. 
9 

















with Section 12148.1) of this chapter, in the case of a sale 
or other transfer of a handgun to a person designated in sub-
division (a) of Section 12130, the name, signature, address, 
and the number of the handgun dealer's license of the trans-
feree shall be entered on the registration form for the hand-
gun being sold, and one copy (and such additional copies as 
the Attorney General by regulation may prescribe) of the com-
pleted registration form shall be forwarded by the transferee 
to the Department of Justice. Upon receipt of the completed 
registration form, the Department shall verify the validity 
of the transferee's handgun dealer's license, shall stamp its 
validation upon the completed registration form, shall retain 
a copy of the validated registration form, shall return the 
validated form to the transferee, and shall mail a copy 
of the validated registration form to the chief of police 
or other head of the police department of the city or county, 
or city and county in which the place of business of the 
28 transferee dealer is located. Where the place of business 
29 of the transferee dealer is in a district where there is 
30 no municipal police department, the Attorney General shall 
~l mail the copy of the registration form to the sheriff of 
32 the county wherein such place of business is located. No 
-#~tI 
1 handgun shall be delivered to such transferee until after 
2 receipt and presentation by the transferee of the validated 
3 registration form from the Department of Justice, and such 
4 validated registration form shall be retained by the transfere • 
5 (b) Except as provided in Article 10.2 (commencing 
6 with Section 12147.1) of this chapter, in the case of the 
7 sale or other transfer of a handgun to a person designated 
8
1 
in subdivision (b) or (c) of Section 12130, such information 
9 as the Attorney General by regulation shall prescribe shall 
10 be entered on the registration form for the handgun being 
11 transferred, and the registration form completed in such 
12 manner shall be forwarded by the transferor to the Department 
~3 . of Justice. 
14 (c) Except as provided in Article 10.5 (commencing 
15 with Section 12148.1) of this chapter, in the case of a 
16 sale or other transfer of a handgun to a person designated 
17 in subdivision (d), (e), (f), (g) or (h) of Section 12130, 
18 the name, signature, address, and purchase license number 
19 of the transferee, and the fingerprints of the transferee, 
20 shall be entered on the registration form for the handgun 
21 being transferred, and one copy (and such additional 
22 copies as the Attorney General by regulation may prescribe) 
23 of the completed registration form shall be forwarded by the 
24 transferor to the Department of Justice. Upon receipt 
25 of the completed registration form, the Department shall 
26 verify the identity of the transferee and the 
27 validity of the purchase license, shall stamp its 
28 validation upon the completed registration form, 
29 shall retain a copy of the validated registration 
30 form, shall return the validated form to the trans-
31 feror, shall mail a copy of the validated regis-
32 tration form to the chief of police, or other head 
I Po/ 
1: of the police department of the city or county, or city 
2 and county wherein the premises of the pistol club are 
3 located, or where the principal place of business of 
4 the monetary institution or security guard company is 
5 located, or where the address of the television or 
6 motion picture production company is located, or where 
7 the street address of the antique handgun collector 
8 is located, and to such other police departments as 

























of the pistol club, or the principal place of business 
of the monetary institution or security guard company, 
or the address of the television or motion picture produc-
tion company, or the street address of the antique handgun 
collector is located in a district where there is no 
municipal police department, the Attorney General shall 
mail a copy of the validated registration form to the 
sheriff of the county wherein the same is located. 
No handgun shall be delivered to or received by any 
transferee until after receipt by the transferor of 
the validated registration form from 
the Department of Justice. 
(d) The Attorney General shall promulgate 
regulations and registration forms appropriate to 
the sale or other transfer of handguns for each of the 
categories of this section. 
(e) The registration form for each handgun 
shall be maintained in such. places and in such 
manner as the Attorney General shall by regula-
tion prescribe. A violation of the regulations 
promulgated by the Attorney General pursuant to 
this subdivision shall be a misdemeanor, 
punishable by imprisonment in the county jail for 
1 a term not to exceed one year, or by a fine not 
2 to exceed five hundred dollars ($500), or by both. 
(f) A violation of any of the provisions 
4 of this section or regulations promulgated pur-
5 suant thereto by any person holding a license 
6 issued pursuant to this chapter shall, in addi-
7 tion to all other penalties provided by law, 
8 be grounds for the revocation of such license. 
9 
10 12134. The Attorney General shall promulgate regulations 
11' to establish suitable record-keeping methods to enable identi-
12 fication of each licensed person to whom a handgun has been 
13 issued by each monetary institution, security guard company, 
14 governmental subdivsion or entity of this state, pistol club, 
15 I or television or motion picture production company, together 
I 
16 1 with the serial number of the specific handgun issued to such 
17 licensed possessor, and to enable identification of each antique 
18 I handgun collector, together with suitable identification of 
19 I each antique handgun purchased, owned, or under the custody 
20 I or control of such antique handgun collector. In addition to 
I 
21 i any other punishment provided by law, a violation of these regu-
22 I lations shall be grounds for the revocation of any license 
23 I issued pursuant to this chapter. 
27 
12135. Every handgun dealer shall keep a register in 
which shall be entered the time and date of sale or other 
transfer, the name of the salesman making the sale or transfer, 
28 the information specified in Section 12132 for identification 
29
1 
of each handgun sold or transferred, and such additional infor-
30 mation as the Attorney General shall prescribe. The Attorney 
31 General shall promulgate regulations concerning such regis-
32 t er. 
~/~,? 
1 12136. A willful violation by any person of the provisions 
2 of this article, or of any regulations promulgated pursuant 
3 thereto, shall, in addition to any other penalties provided 





Article 10. Surrender of Handguns 
9 12140. Beginning on March 1, 1977, and not later than 
10 1 December 31, 1977, any person having a handgun, except an antique 
11 handgun, in his possession or under his control may surrender 
12 the same to the sheriff of any county or the chief or other 
~3 head of any municipal police department of any city or county, 
14 or city and county. Upon surrender of such handgun, the authority 
15 to whom the handgun has been surrendered shall issue to such 
16 person a ,eceipt for the handgun, which shall include a descrip-
17 tion of the handgun and such other information as the Attorney 
18 General shall prescribe by regulation. 
19 
20 12141. (a) In addition to all other penalties provided 
21 by law, any person who is convicted of violating Sections 
22 12023, 12023.5, 12024, 12025, 12160, or any of them, or, 
23 where the firearm involved is a handgun, Sections 12021 
24 or 12021.5, shall pay a fine of two thousand five hundred 
25 I dollars ($2,500.00) which shall be paid over to the Con-
26 troller of the State of California and segregated by him 
27 in a special fund. 
28 (b) The Legislature shall provide, by enactment 
29 effective not later than August 31, 1978, for payment for 
30 the surrender of handguns pursuant to this article. The 
31 amount and methods of payment shall be determined by the 
32 Legislature. The funds in the special fund described in 
I #q 
Ii subdivision (a) shall be annually transferred into the 
I 
21 general fund and applied to repayment of the sums paid 
3' for the surrender of handguns pursuant to this article 
4 until such time as the total amount appropriated from the 
5, general fund by the Legislature to pay for such surrender 
61 has been repaid to the general fund. Thereafter, the balance 
711 of such special fund, and all fines collected shall be 
all deposited in the indemnity fund in the State Treasury, 
91i the proceeds of which shall be available for appropriation 
101 by the Legislature to indemnify victims of crime who file , 
I 
11: claims pursuant to Article I (commencing with Section 13959) 
I 
12! of Chapter 5 of Part 4 of Division 3 of the Government 
I 
13 I Code. 
I 
14' 

















rendered unless at the time of surrender, the person surrendering 
the same shall. have supplied to the authority accepting such 
handgun both of the following: 
(a) Proof that the handgun was purchased 
prior to November 2, 1976. Such proof shall 
consist of (1) a suitable receipt identifying 
the handgun and establishing that such handgun 
was purchased prior to such date, or (2) a 
declaration under penalty of perjury containing 
facts showing that the receipt described in para-
graph (1) of this subdivision was never issued 
or has been lost and that such handgun was 
purchased prior to November 2, 1976. 
(b) Proof that such handgun was in Cali-
30 fornia on or before November 2, 1976. Such proof 
31 shall consist of (1) the receipt described in 
32 paragraph (1) of subdivison (a) if such receipt 
1 shows that the handgun was purchased in California, 
2 or (2) a declaration under penalty of perjury con-
~ taining facts showing that the handgun was in 


















12143. (a) Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
article, no payment shall be made for any handgun which 
was bought for purposes of resale (including resale by 
surrender pursuant to this article), or for speculation, 
or for purposes other than personal use, and the person 
surrendering the handgun shall have the burden of proving 
that it was purchased for a purpose entitling such person 
to payment. Nothing in this section shall prevent payment 
for handguns owned in the ordinary course of commerce and 
surrendered by a person who held a valid license to sell 
concealed weapons on November 1, 1976, and who is disquali-
fied by the provisions of Section 12121 from being issued 
a handgun dealer's license. 
(b) Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
20 chapter, no payment shall be made for the surrender of 
21 any ammunition. 
22 
23 12144. Any person who after December 31, 1977, discovers in 
24 i his possession any handgun, the possession of which is not 
~5 II authorl'zed by any of  the provisions of this chapter, shall, prior 
26 to transporting such handgun for the purpose of surrendering it, 
27 promptly report such discovery to the sheriff of his county 
28 of residence or the chief or other head of the municipal police 
29 department of the city or county of residence of such person, 
30 and shall surrender such handgun in accordance with the instruc-
Sl tions of such official, together with a declaration under penalty 
32 of perjury setting forth the time, place, and circumstances 
II #6/0 
1 of discovery of the handgun, including facts showing why such 
2 handgun was not discovered sooner, and such other information 



























official shall maintain a record of all communications made 
prior to and in connection with the surrender of handguns pursuant 
to this section. Notwithstanding any other provision of this 
article, no payment shall be made for any handgun surrendered 
after December 31, 1977. A violation of this section shall con-
stitute a violation of Section 12025. 
12145. Any handgun surrendered pursuant to the provi-
sions of this article is a nuisance. The officers to whom the 
handguns are surrendered, except upon the certificate of a 
judge oi a court of record, or the district attorney of the 
county, that the retention thereof is necessary or proper 
to the ends of justice, shall destroy such handgun in such 
manner as shall be prescribed by the Attorney General. After 
such ends of justice have been served, the handgun shall be 
destroyed. 
12146. Evidence that the person has surrendered a hand-
gun pursuant to the provisions of this article, other than 
section 12144, shall not be admissible in any criminal proceeding 
against such person, nor shall any evidence derived from the 







Article 10.2. Transfer Of Handguns To Authorized 
Purchasing Representatives of Governmental 
Agencies 
12147.1. In lieu of the surrender of a handgun 



















Section 12140) of this chapter, any of the persons described 
in subdivision (a), (h), (i), (j), or (k) of Section 12027 
may, beginning on March 1, 1977, and not later than December 
31, 1977, transfer ownership of such handgun pursuant to the 
provisions of this article, to any of the persons described 
in subdivision (f) of Section 12026 who consent to such 
transfer. 
12147.2. Such transfer shall be documented by a 
registration form, on forms prescribed by the Attorney General, 
bearing the make, model, serial number, caliber, and other marks 
of identification of such handgun, and such information as the 
Attorney General shall by regulation prescribe to establish 
the identity of the transferor and establishing that such trans-
feror is one of the persons described in subdivision (a), (h), 
(i), (j), or (k) of Section 12027, and establishing the identity 
of the purchasing representative and the consent of the govern-
18 1 mental subdivision or entity accepting such transfer. Such 
I 





the Attorney General may by regulation prescribe in the interest 
of public safety and to further the purposes of this chapter. 
The registration form completed in such manner shall be forwarded 
by the transferee to the Department of Justice. 
12147.3. No payment shall be made pursuant to 
26 Article 10 (commencing with Section 12140) of this chapter, 
27 for any handgun transferred pursuant to this article. 
28 
29 12147.4. The Attorney General may prescribe such 
30 additional regulations to implement this article as he shall 






Article 10.5. Transfers of Handguns to Non-
Governmental Authorized Purchasing Representatives 
12148.1. In lieu of surrender of a handgun pursuant 
5 to Article 10 (commencing with Section 12140) of this chapter, 
6 any person may, beginning on March 1, 1977, and not later than 
7 November 30, 1977, sell such handgun pursuant to the provisions 
8 of this article, to any person described in subdivision (a), 
9 (d), (e), (f), or (h) of Section 12130 who consents to such 
10 sale and who is licensed pursuant to this chapter. 
11 
12 12148.2. Such sale shall be documented by a regis-
l3 tration form, on forms prescribed by the Attorney General, 
14 which shall include the make, model, serial number, caliber, 
15 and other marks of identification of such handgun, a statement 
16 transferring ownership of such handgun to the transferee, signed 
17 by the transferor, the name and address of the transferor, the 
18 name, signature, address, and purchase license number or handgun 
19 dealer's license number of the transferee, the fingerprints 
20 of the transferee, such information as the Attorney General 
21 shall by regulation prescribe to establish the consent of 
22 the handgun dealer, pistol club, monetary institution, tele-
23 vision or motion picture production company, or security guard 
24 company to such transfer, and such additional information as 
25 the Attorney General may deem appropriate. The make, model, 
26 serial number, caliber, and other marks of identification of 
27 the handgun shall be taken from the handgun and entered by 
28 the sheriff of any county or the chief or other head of the 
29 i municipal police department of the city or county, or city 
301 and county where the sale is to take place, together with a 
31 verification that the information contained in the registra-
32 tion form correctly describes the handgun and that the license 
I 
11 to purchase presented by the transferee correctly identifies llt;9 
2 such transferee. 
I 
3 
12148.3.(a) Upon completion of such verification, the 
5 handgun shall be delivered to the transferee, and one copy (and 
6 such additional copy as the Attorney General by regulation may 
7 prescribe) of the completed registration form shall be forwarded 
8 by such sheriff or such chief or other head of such police depart-
91 ment to the Department of Justice. Upon receipt of the completed 
10 registration form, the department shall verify the identity 
11. of the transferee and the validity of the purchase license or 
121 handgun dealer's license, shall stamp its validation upon the 
~3 completed registration form, shall retain a copy of the validated 
14, registration form, shall return a validated copy to such sheriff 
15 I or other head of such police department, shall return the validated 
I , 
16' registration form to the transferee, and shall mail a copy of 
17 the validated registration form to the chief of police or other 
18 head of the police department of the city or county, or city 
19 and county, wherein each place of business of the handgun dealer, 
20 the premises of the pistol club, the principal place of business 
I 
21 I of the monetary institution or security guard company, or the 
22 I address of the television or motion picture production company 
23 is located, and to such other police departments as the Attorney 
24 General deems appropriate. If such transferee has not received 
25 the validated registration form by December 31, 1977, such handgun 
26 shall be placed in such custody as the Attorney General shall 
27 prescribe, until receipt of such form by such transferee. 
28 (b) No handgun shall be delivered to a trans-
29 feree pursuant to this article after November 30, 1977. 
30 
31 12148.4. No payment shall be made pursuant to 
32 Article 10 (commencing with Section 12140) of this chapter, 
I 












































12148.5. The Attorney General may prescribe such 
additional regulations to implement this article as he shall 
deem appropriate. 
Article 11. Security Measures 
12150. The Attorney General shall issue appropriate 
regulations to promote the secure storage and transportation 
of firearms in quantities greater than ten firearms and 
ammunition in such quantities as the Attorney General shall 
by regulation specify, in the possession, custody, or control 
of the State of California or any subdivision or entity thereof, 
and of firearms as merchandise in the course of commerce. A 
violation of any regulation promulgated pursuant to this section 
shall be punishable by imprisonment in the county jail for a 
term not exceeding one year or by a fine not exceeding five 
hundred dollars ($500.00), or by both. 
Article 12. Miscellaneous Provisions 
l2l60.(a) Any person who, for the purpose of causing 
to be issued, amended, or renewed any license under this 
chapter, or for the purpose of causing a handgun to be 
transferred or possessed in violation of the provisions 
of this chapter, knowingly misstates or fails to supply 
any information required to, be supplied by this chapter 
or by any regulation issued pursuant thereto, is guilty 
of a felony punishable by imprisonment in the state prison 
for not more than one year and one day, and upon a second 
or subsequent violation of this section is guilty of a 
















for not less than two nor more than five years. 
(b) Any person who uses any fraudulent or deceptive 
means for the purpose of causing to be issued, amended, 
or renewed any license under this chapter, or for the 
purpose of causing a handgun to be transferred or possessed 
in violation of the provisions of this chapter, is guilty 
of a felony and is punishable as provided in subdivision 
(a). 
12161. It is the intention of this measure to pre-
empt the field of regulation of handguns. No city, county, 
or city and county shall have the power to enact any legis-
lation, ordinance, or regulation in the field of regulation 
of handguns. 
161 12162. The Department of Transportation shall post at 
17 I all hIghways crossing state borders, and there shall be 
18 I posted, pursuant to regulations promulgated by the Attorney 
I 
19 I General, at all airports receiving flights from outside Calif-
20 I ornia and at all train and bus stations, ports, and other 
21 I facilities which are points of entry into California, signs 
22 i stating that it is illegal to possess any handgun in 
23 California without a license, the penalties therefor, 
24 that incoming handguns may be surrendered, without the 
25 penalties provided for such possession, to such authorities 
26 and in such manner as the Attorney General shall prescribe, 
27 and such other information as the Attorney General shall 
28 deem appropriate. All such airports and other points 
29 of entry shall provide such means as the Attorney General 





























passengers. Any transient passenger may cause a handgun 
to be so retained by completing an affidavit or declaration 
under penalty of perjury on a form prescribed by the 
Attorney General stating the approximate length of his 
expected stay in this state, and containing such additional 
information as the Attorney General shall designate. 
12163. The Department of Justice and the Department of 
Consumer Affairs shall follow the procedures of the Administra-
tive Procedure Act in promulgating regulations pursuant to this 
chapter. 
12164. Any person whose license is revoked pursuant to 
this chapter shall have the right to a hearing consistent with 
the requirements of due process of law. The Attorney General 
and the Director of the Department of Consumer Affairs, 
respectively, shall promulgate regulations establishing the 
19 ilprocedures for such hearings in connection with the licenses 




22 ! ! 12165. The loss or theft of any handgun shall be 
231 reported to the Attorney General by the person from whose pos-
24! session it was lost or stolen, within thirty (30) days after 
I 
25 : such loss or theft is discovered. Such report shall include 
I 
26 I' such information as the Attorney General, by regulation, shall 
27 I prescribe, including, but not limited to, the date and place 
I 
28 10f theft or loss, and the identification of the handgun. Failure 
I 
291 to make such report shall be grounds for the revocation of any 
30 license issued to such person pursuant to this chapter. 
31 
32 
12166. Nothing in this chapter shall prohibit any 
2 museum operated by the State of California or any political 
3 subdivision thereof from acquiring or possessing unloaded 
4 handguns solely for purposes of display or collection. The 






















handguns, including the acquisition, retention, and disposition 
thereof. 
Article 13. Obliteration of Identification Marks 
12170. Any person who changes, alters, removes or obli-
terates the name of the maker, model, manufacturer's number, 
or other mark of identification, including any distinguishing 
number or mark assigned by the Department of Justice on any 
pistol, revolver, or any other firearm, without first having 
secured written permission from the department to make such 
change, alteration or removal shall be punished by imprison-
ment in the state prison for not less than one year nor more 
than five years. 
12171. Possession of any pistol or revolver upon which 
the name of the maker, model, manufacturer's number or other 
mark of identification has been changed, altered, removed, 
24 I or obliterated, shall be presumptive evidence that the 
25 i possessor has changed, altered, removed, or obliterated 
i 
26 'I the same. 
27 
28 12172. The Department of Justice upon request may 
29 assign a distinguishing number or mark of identification to 
'30 any pistol or revolver whenever it is without a manufacturer's 
~l number, or other mark of identification or whenever the manu-
32 facturer's number or other mark of identification or the dis-
11 tinguishing number or mark assigned by the department has 
2 been destroyed or obliterated. 
4 12173. Any person who places or stamps on any pistol or 
5 revolver any number except one assigned to it by the department 
6 is guilty of a misdemeanor. This section does not prohibit 
7 restoration by the owner of the name of the maker, model, or 
a of the original manufacturer's number or other mark of identi-
9 fication when such restoration is authorized by the bureau, 
10 nor prevent any manufacturer from placing in the ordinary 
II course of business the name of the maker, model, manufac-
12 turer's number, or other mark of identification upon a new 
~3 pistol or revolver. 
14 
15 SECTION 4. Section l7lc of the Penal Code is amended 
161 to read: 
17 l7lc. Any person, except a duly appointed peace officer 
18 1 as defined in Chapter 4.5 (commencing with Section 830) of 
I 
19 I Title 3 of Part 2, a full-time paid peace officer of another 
20 state or the federal government who is carrying out official 
21 duties while in California, any person summoned by any such 
22 officer to assist in making arrests or preserving the peace 
23 while he is actually engaged in assisting such officer, ££ 
24 a member of the military forces of this state or the United 
25 i States engaged in the performance of his duties, or a 
26 person-hoidtng-a-vaitd-it~ense-to-~arry-the-firearm-pcrsoant 
27 ~O-Artt~le-3-tcommenc±ng-w±th-Sect±on-i2e5et-cf-ehapter-i 
28; or-Tttte-%-of-Par~-4, who brings a loaded firearmL except 
29 a handgun, into, or possesses a loaded firearmL except 
30 a handgun, within, the State Capitol, any legislative 
3l office, any office of the Governor or other constitutional 
32 officer, or any hearing room in which any committee of 
111 the Senate or Assembly is conducting a hearing, or upon 
21 the grounds of the State Capitol, which is bounded by 
31 10th, L, 15th, and N Streets in the City of Sacramento, 
'I shall be punished by imprisonment in the county jail 
51 for a period of not more than one year, a fine of not 
6\ more than one thousand dollars ($1,000), or both such 
7 imprisonment and fine, or by imprisonment in the state 
8 prison for a period of not more than five years. 
9 Nothing in this section shall permit the ownership, pos-
10 session, custody Q£ control of any handgun except as otherwise 
11 authorized in Chapter 1 (commencing with section 12000) of 
121 Title 2 of Part 4. 
! ---- -
13 i . ! 
I 
14i SECTION 5. Section 171d of the Penal Code is amended to 
15 : read: 
16 i lild. Any person, except a duly appointed peace officer 
17 I as defined in ~hapter 4.5 (commencing with Section 830) of 
18 Title 3 of Part 2, full-time paid peace officer of another 
19 state ~ the federal government who is carrying out official 
20 duties while in California, or any person summoned by 
21 any such officer to assist in making arrests or preserving 
22 lithe peace while he is actually engaged in assisting such 
i 
2 '7. i. ~! officer, ef-a-£tl~~-e~ffie-~a~6-~eaee-e££~eef-ef-efte-£e6efa~ 
I 
24 I ~evefRffieReT-WAeeAef-eR-aee±ve-6~ey-ef-AeRefae~Y-fee±fe67 
! 
25 or a member of the military forces of this state or of 




30 or the Governor or a member of his immediate family or 
31 a person acting with his permission wi th respect to the 




any other constitutional officer or a member of his lm-'~ 
mediate family or a person acting with his permission ~ 
with respect to such officer's residence, or a Member 
4 of the Legislature or a member of his immediate family 
5 or a person acting with his permission with respect to 
6 such legislator's residence, shall be punished by imprison-
7 ment in the county jail for not more than one year, or 
B
j 
by fine of not more than one thousand dollars ($1,000), 
I 
9 1 or by both such fine and imprisonment, or by imprisonment 
10 in the state prison for not more than five years, i~, 
11· with-int~nt-t~-e~mmit-a-e~ime, if he does any of the 
121 following: 
13 1. Brings a loaded firearmL except ~ handgun, 
14 into, or possesses a loaded firearmL except a hand-
15 ~ within, the Governor's Mansion, or any other 
15 residence of the Governor, the residence of any 
17 other constitutional officer, or the residence of 













2. Brings a loaded firearmL except ~ handgun, 
upon, or possesses a loaded firearmL except ~ hand-
~ upon, the grounds of the Governor's Mansion 
or any other residence of the Governor, the resi-
dence of any other constitutional officer, or the 
residence of any Member of the Legislature. 
Nothing in this section shall permit the ownership, 
possession, custody or control of any handgun except as 
otherwise authorized in Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 
12000) to Title 2 of Part !. 
1 SECTION 6. Section 626.9 of the Penal Code is amended to 1111 
2 read: 
~ 626.9. Any person, except a duly appointed peace officec 
4 as defined in Chapter 4.5 (commencing with Section 830) of 
5 Title 3 of Part 2, a full-time paid peace officer of another 
6 state or the federal government who is carrying out official 
7 duties while in California, any person summoned by any such 
8 officer to assist in making arrests or preserving the peace 
9 while he is actually engaged in assisting such officer, or a 
10 member of the military forces of this state or the United 
11 States who is engaged in the performance of his duties, 
12 or-a-person-hotdrng-a-vatrd-treense-to-earry-the-frrearm 
~3 p~rs~ant-to-hrt±ete-~-feommenerng-wrth-~eetron-rr&5&t 
14 of-ehapter-t-of-~rtre-r-of-Part-+, who brings or possesses 
15 a firearm, except ~ handgun, upon the grounds of any 
16 public school, including the University of California 
17 and the state university and colleges or within any public 
18 school, including the University of California and the 
19 state colleges, unless it is with the permission of the 
20 school authorities, shall be punished by imprisonment 
21 in the county jail for a period of not more than one 
22 year, a fine of not more than one thousand dollars 
23 (Sl,OOO), or both such imprisonment and fine, or by im-
24 prisonment in the state prison for a period of not more 
25 than five years. 
26 Nothing in this section shall permit the ownership, pos-
27 session, custod~ or control of any handgun except ~ otherwise 
28 authorized in Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 12000) of 
29 Title ~ of Part .1.. 
30 
31 SECTION 7. Section 12551 of the Penal Code is amended to 
32 read: 
1 12551. Every person who sells to a minor any firearm, -#1/ 
2 air gun, or gas-operated gun, designed to fire a bullet, pellet, 
3 or metal projectileL except ~ handgun, is guilty of a mis-
4 demeanor. Nothing in this ~ection shall permit the ownership, 
5 possession, custody, or control of any handgun except as other-
6 wise authorized in Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 12000) of 
7 this title. 
8 














12552. Every person who furnishes any firearm, air gun, 
or gas-operated gun, designed to fire a bullet, pellet or metal 
projectileL exceEt ~ handgun, to any minor, without the express 
or impiied permission of the parent or legal guardian of the 
minor, is guilty of a misdemeanor. Nothing in this section 
shall permit the ownership, possession, custody or control of 
any handgun except as otherwise authorized in Chapter I (com~ 
mencing with Section 12000) of this title. 
20 SECTION 9. 
21 (a) Except as otherwise provided in this section, the 
22 I provisions of this act shall become operative January 1, 
23 1978. 
24 (b) The provisions of Chapter 1 (commencing with Section 
12000) of Title 2 of Part 4 of the Penal Code as added 
by Section 3 of this act shall become operative January 
1, 1978, except that on or after March 1, 1977, persons 
may apply for and, if qualified, receive licenses pursuant 
29 to the procedures specified therein. Any license issued 
30 pursuant to the provisions of such chapter prior to 
31 January 1, 1978, shall not confer any rights nor create 
























shall be of no force or effect, prior to January 1, 1978,~; 
except to enable the transfer of ownership of handguns pur-
suant to the provisions of Article 10.2 (commencing with 
Section 12147.1), or the sale of handguns pursuant to the 
provisions of Article 10.5 (commencing with Section 12148.1). 
ec) Article 10 (commencing with Section 12140), 
Article 10.2 (commencing with Section 12147.1), Article 
10.5 (commencing with Section 12148.1), and Section 12160 
of Chapter 1 as added to Title 2, Part 4 of the Penal Code 
by this act shall become operative on March 1, 1977, except 
that subdivision Ca) of Section 12141 shall become operative 
on January 1, 1978. 
Cd) Wherever this act authorizes or directs the Attorney 
General or the Director of the Department of Consumer Affairs 
to promulgate regulations, such authority or direction shall 
become operative November 3, 1976, provided that no such 
regulation, other than an emergency regulation, shall become 
operative before March I, 1977. 
SECTION 10. The Legislature shall appropriate such amounts 
211 to the Department of Justice, the Department of Consumer Affairs, 
22 and other agencies, including the county sheriffs and the chiefs 
23 or other heads of the municipal police departments, as may be 
241 necessary to carry out the provisions of this measure. 
251 
26 SECTION 11. Ca} Subject to the provisions of subdivisions 
27 (b) and (c), the provisions of law enacted by this measure may 
28 be amended by statute, passed in each house of the Legislature 
29 by roll call vote entered into the journal, a majority of the 
30 membership of each house concurring, and signed by the Governor. 
31 (b) Those provisions of law enacted by this 




1 passed in each house of the Legislature by roll call vote entered 
2 into the journal, two-thirds of the membership of each house con-
3 curring, and signed by the Governor, and shall only be amended in 
























(1) To prohibit the purchase, ownership, 
and transfer of handguns, except by those categories 
of persons who are empowered by the present measure 
to engage in such purchase, ownership, or transfer. 
(2) To prohibit the possession, cus-
tody, and control of handguns, except by au tho-
rized employees of governmental agencies, within 
the scope of their employment, and such other 
persons as are empowered by the present measure to 
engage in such possession, custody, and control. 
(3) To regulate the purchase, owner-
ship, transfer, possession, custody, and control 
of handguns in a manner and under conditions which 
shall assure compliance with the purposes set forth 
in paragraphs (1) and (2) of this subdivision. 
(4) To provide adequate measures for 
the secure storage and transportation of firearms 
as merchandise in the course of commerce or in the 
possession, custody or control of the State of 
California, or any subdivision or entity thereof. 
(5) To provide adequate measures for en-
for cement of the present measure. 
(c) If the provisions of subdivision (b) are held 
29 invalid, the provisions of law enacted by this measure may only be 
30 amended by statute, passed in each house of the Legislature by 
31 roll call vote entered into the journal, two-thirds of the member-
32 ship of each house concurring, and signed by the Governor. 
DECLARATION OF SERVICE BY t1AIL 
I, Lynn Hook t declare as follc~Ms: 
I am a citizen of the Ur.ited States, over the age of 18 
years and not a party to the within action; ~y place of employment 
and business address is 555 Capitol Mall, Suite 550 
Sacramento, California. 
On February 6 J 1976 J I served the attach-:d 
TITLE AND SUMMARY - INITIATIVE - HANDGUN CONTROL 
by placing a true copy thereof in an envelope addressed to the per-
sons named below at the address set out immediately below each 
respective name. and by sealing and depositing said envelope in the 
United States Mail at Sacramento, California, with posta.ge the=eon 
fully prepaid. There 1s delivery service by United States Matl at 
each of the places so addr~ssed, or there is regular communication 
by mail between the place of mailing and each of the places BO 
addressed: 
HONORABLE MARCH FONG EU 
SECRETARY OF STATE 
111 CAPITOL MALL 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 
JAMES R. DRISCOLL 
CHIEF CLERK OF THE ASSEMBLY 
3196 STATE CAPITOL 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 
DARRYL R. WHITE 
SECRETARY OF THE SENATE 
3505 STATE CAPITOL 
SACRAMENTO, CA 95814 
DELORES K. HELFGOTT 
COMMITTEE FOR HANDGUN CONTROL 
8455 BEVERLY BLVD. 
LOS ANGELES, CA 90048 
I declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing 
is true and correct. 
Executed on February 6 
California. 
t 1976, at Sacramento, 
